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PREFATORY NOTE TO THE AMERICAN
EDITION

White Book No. 5, entitled Further Documents Concerning the Anglo-

French Policy of Extending the War
,
was issued in German and in English

by the Foreign Office in Berlin. Owing to the blockade of the mails im-

posed by Great Britain in violation of international law, neither edition

is available in the United States. The present edition, prepared for the bene-

fit of historical students in America, is an authorized translation of the

German original and a faithful reproduction in facsimile of documents

which fell into the hands of the German troops in their swift advance

through Holland and Belgium. It includes in addition the statement of the

German General Staff of May 4, 1940, and the German Memorandum to

the Dutch and Belgian Governments of May 10, 1940. The evidence pre-

sented in the White Book itself corroborates and supplements the allegations

of the German Government and the General Staff.

Long before the actual invasion, comprehensive investigations by the

General Staff had revealed the connivance of Dutch and Belgian Government

authorities with Allied espionage centers and the Allied High Command.

The object of the conspiracy was the overthrow of the German Government

and the perpetuation of the intolerable condition existing on the Continent

due to the incessant interferences of Great Britain. Observations on German

troop movements, military maps and secret data circulated freely between

military authorities of the Lowlands and the Anglo-French Allies.

These intrigues had been going on, in one form or another, for a consider-

able time. Finally the day came when England advised the Belgian and

Dutch Governments to expect the immediate landing of British troops on

their territory in accordance with the prearranged plan. But the German

High Command was not asleep. The day after the advices in question were

received, German armed forces entered the Lowlands and occupied the vital

points through which the Allies intended to make their thrust. Joachim von

Ribbentrop, the German Foreign Minister, in a statement to the press,

explained the action taken by the German Government to protect its own

interests and the neutrality of the Low Countries.

vii
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Vlll ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

“The German Government,” the Foreign Minister announced, “has di-

rected a Memorandum to the Royal Dutch and the Royal Belgian Govern-

ments in which the German Government asserts that it is in possession of

evidence and news which carry incontrovertible proof that an Anglo-

French attack on Germany is immediately imminent and that this attack

will take place against the Ruhr over Belgium and the Netherlands.

“Therefore, the command has been given German troops to insure the

neutrality of these countries with all the Reich’s military means of power.

“Another memorandum has been sent to the Luxemburg Government by

the German Government.

“The German Government sets forth therein that it is reliably informed

that England and France, in pursuit of their policy of extension of the war,

decided to attack in the near future by way of Belgium and Holland.”

Herr von Ribbentrop then recapitulated the substance of the identical

notes to the two governments.

When the German troops actually occupied the Lowlands, they proceeded

with such speed that it was impossible for enemy forces to destroy all

damning evidence. The documents found fully justified the German action

and yielded many additional clues. It is now clear beyond doubt or cavil

why British violations of Dutch and Belgian sovereignty were either ignored

or evoked only the gentlest of protests. It is also clear why both countries

concentrated troops and fortified strategic positions in the territory facing

Germany, while leaving almost unprotected the approaches from England

and France. If Belgium and Holland had been truly neutral, they would

not have confined their negotiations to the British and French, but would

have effectually safeguarded their countries by simultaneous consultations

with the German General Staff providing for the contingency of an Allied

attack.

British, French and Belgian military orders, discovered by the German
Army of Occupation and supported by testimony from many witnesses,

demonstrate the success of the plot of the Western Powers to enlist the aid

of the Low Countries for their contemplated attack upon the Ruhr Valley.

Even tiny Luxemburg played a part in the Allied design.

The orders published in the ensuing pages were issued by the Allies

between November, 1939, and April, 1940. Several of the papers contain

detailed information for establishing connections between Anglo-French

troops and the Belgians. Others call for Belgian petroleum for French

motorized units. Timetables for transporting French troops had been care-

fully prepared. Officers were advised to complete the study of Belgian roads
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PREFATORY NOTE IX

along which the advance was to proceed by the end of February. French

staff members were inspecting Belgian dispositions. Some Allied forces were

on Belgian soil even before May 10.

The Summary of the White Book forcibly brings out two points of vital

importance:

(1) In spite of pretensions of neutrality on the part of Belgium, discus-

sions between the French and the Belgian General Staff had never ceased

since the World War and there never was a complete lapse in Anglo-Belgian

military relations. Irrefutable documents had convinced the German High

Command of these facts, which poisoned the relations between the two

countries, long before Belgian Government officials openly flaunted their

military commitments to the Allies.

(2) The documents discovered by the German troops on their advance

through Belgium and Holland, conclusively prove that after September,

1939, combined Allied and Lowland General Staffs had prepared to the

minutest detail an Anglo-French attack on the Ruhr through the Lowlands.

Fighting units had been apprized of these plans long before May 10, when

Germany nipped the conspiracy in the bud.

To anyone familiar with the web woven by British diplomacy and British

espionage, there is nothing surprising in these revelations. Allied plans to

extend the war were pursued simultaneously in every corner of Europe and

in Asia Minor; from Scandinavia to Turkey, from Holland and Belgium

to Rumania and the Caucasus. British plans included designs to inveigle

Italy and Russia. Some of these plans have been exposed in previous White

Books. Still others will be revealed in White Book No. 6, which is based,

in the main, on the secret minutes of the Allied High Command. The Allies

were eager to set the whole world on fire, with utter disregard for neutral

states and the remnants of international law which still govern the rela-

tions between belligerents.

The specious aid for Finland proposed by the Allies failed to entice

new belligerents. Sabotage plots in Rumania and in the Caucasus were

exposed and prevented before much material damage was done. The Nor-

wegian misadventure ended in a British debacle. In this perplexity, the

Allies recalled their pleasant arrangement with Holland and Belgium.

But the Fuhrer, striking with the rapidity of lightning, frustrated their

scheme to stab the industrial heart of the Reich by invading the Ruhr.

Germany acted in time and the Allies once more, in the phrase immortalized

by Mr. Chamberlain, “missed the bus.”
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SUMMARY

The secret plans of the Western Powers to extend the war to the smaller

neutral countries were exposed to the public for the first time on April 14,

1940, by the German Foreign Minister, in his address to the Diplomatic

Corps and the domestic and foreign press in Berlin.

On the very day of the German Minister’s revelations, Norway was

being prepared as a theater of war through Britain’s long laid schemes. But

the well-conceived policy of the Western Powers was not limited to this

Norwegian adventure, because not much later—early in May, 1940—the

German Government heard of Franco-British plans for an advance into the

German industrial district of the Ruhr. This advance was to be made pos-

sible through the connivance and cooperation of Holland and Belgium.

Preludes to this move were the threatening notes and speeches the Allies

directed to neutral countries, particularly Holland and Belgium. The

Western Powers found in the rulers of these countries and their political

organs, willing tools to carry out this policy of invasion and attack.

On May 10, 1940, the Memorandum addressed to the Belgian and Dutch

Governments was published by the German Government, together with a

report from the High Army Command. 1 This report furnished documentary

evidence of General Staff conversations between Britain and France on the

one hand and Belgium and Holland on the other hand. The primary object

of these conversations among the General Staffs of the aforementioned

countries was to perfect plans for an Allied advance across Belgium, Dutch

and Luxemburg territory into the German Ruhr district.

Obviously these conversations of world-shaking import were held in

secrecy and, as obviously, they were never intended to become general

knowledge. But even high military secrets have a way of leaking out. As far

back as March 6, 1936, as was later disclosed, the Belgian Minister for

Foreign Affairs and the French Ambassador to that country stationed in

Brussels, confirmed that their respective governments were determined to

1 Although not a part of the official White Book No. 5, the Memorandum and the Statement

of the General Staff have been inserted after the Summary for the benefit of the American

reader.
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Xll ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

maintain the letter and the spirit of the old Franco-Belgian Military Alli-

ance, i.e. contact between the two General Staffs.
2

Early in 1939, when the British policy of war against Germany was

already being actively pursued, consultations were held in the Belgian

Senate Committee for Foreign Affairs in which military contacts between

Belgium and Britain and France were discussed in great detail. In the early

part of 1940 no effort was made to deny that these secret General Staff

conversations were taking place. Thus, on February 7, the Belgian War
Minister declared that “no factor had been left unaccounted for by re-

sponsible Belgian authorities to enable the Powers guaranteeing the inde-

pendence of Belgium to fulfill the obligations which they have solemnly

undertaken.” These guarantor powers were Germany, Britain and France.

2 The note transmitted by the Belgian Foreign Ministry of that time, dated March 6, 1936,

reads as follows:

To His Excellency Monsieur van Zeeland, Prime Minister, Foreign Minister and Minister

for Foreign Trade.

Your Excellency,

By the exchange of correspondence of September 10 and IS, 1920, between the French Prime

Minister and Foreign Minister and the Belgian Prime Minister, the French Government

and the Government of His Majesty the King of the Belgians gave their assent to the

military agreement signed on September 7, 1920. According to the wording of the correspond-

ence which passed between the two Governments in 1920 and was recorded in Geneva, the

object of the agreement of 1920 was to reinforce the guarantees of peace and security resulting

from the League of Nations Pact. The agreement establishes the technical directives for military

cooperation between France and Belgium in the event of an unprovoked attack by Germany.

In 1925 a treaty was concluded at Locarno which embodied the guarantees provided for in

1920 in a more complete and precise form. The treaty was signed by the President of the Re-

public and received the assent of the Chambers.

This treaty represents one of the most essential elements of Belgium's international status,

and the obligations therein laid down, together with the obligations resulting from the Pact of

the League of Nations, are the only ones which bind France and Belgium in respect of guar-

antees and assistance.

It is self-evident that the two Governments arc more than ever determined to remain true

to these obligations.

As far as military matters are concerned, the agreement of 1920 contains, in addition to

general arrangements relative to contact between the General Staffs, special measures in regard

to a common occupation of the left bank of the Rhine.

The two Governments, who clearly understand what portions of this agreement are no longer

of current importance, have recognized the value of retaining only the one clause which holds

good today, namely the understanding existing between them—which they now desire to confirm

—relative to the continuance of General Staff contacts both for the purpose of carrying out

the provisions of the Locamo-Rhincland Treaty and also of studying the technical conditions

connected with a possible application of the said undertakings.

It remains agreed that military contacts of this nature cannot involve, for either of the parties

to the treaty, any political obligation nor any undertaking relative to the organization of national

defense.

I have the honor to confirm to Your Excellency that the above carries the assent of the

French Government.
I take this opportunity of again assuring Your Excellency of my high esteem.

(signed) Laroche.
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However, since Germany had never been approached by Belgium in regard

to General Staff agreements, the guarantor powers referred to by the

Belgian War Minister consisted of Britain and France exclusively. The fol-

lowing day, February 8, 1940, brought a further confirmation of this

Belgian policy. When Grammens, a Deputy of the Belgian Chamber, de-

manded that fortifications also be erected along the southern frontier of

Belgium, he was immediately interrupted by the War Minister and the

Speaker on the grounds that “he should say nothing which might be preju-

dicial to the defense of the country or could be interpreted in a malevolent

sense.” Briefly, the Belgian General Staff, in its efforts to avoid exposing

its one-sided military policy against Germany, exercised great care to con-

ceal from the world at large that Belgium had erected fortifications only

along the German border.

The Army High Command report attached to the German Memorandum
has already adduced a number of individual facts showing that this Belgian

policy directed solely against Germany had in all respects been pursued for

some time. Further proof of this is furnished by a 1937 decree of the

Belgian War Ministry relating to the evacuation of civilians.8

3 The decree reads as follows:

Ministry of National Defense

Territorial Civil Guard

S.Div.S.S.P.A.P.

No. 1889/57. 7.37.C.M.
Attached: 1 map

EM.

[Translation]

Confidential

Evacuation of the Civilian Population

Art. I. Women, children, invalids and the aged will be conducted by the Territorial Civil

Guard in conjunction with local Red Cross formations.

Art. II. In deciding upon the route to be taken, the instructions issued by Army General H. Q.

as information is received will be strictly observed.

Art. III. None of the main roads or approach roads marked on the accompanying plans are to

be used for the purpose of evacuation.

(Art. IV to XV contain technical details in regard to carrying out the evacuation.)

Certified correct copy

Transmitted by order

(signed) Lt.-General Termonia.

(The ministerial decree includes the following supplementary instructions.)

Our extract from the map:
The following are reserved for the British Army:

Furncs to Ostend,

Furncs to Bruges via Ghistelles,

Fumes to Dixmude,
Railway line from Adinkerke to Thielt and Ghent—Adinkerke to Dixmude, Thourout and

Bruges,
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XIV ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

This decree was a comprehensive plan for evacuating women, children,

old people and invalids, etc., from those areas regarded as the scene of

future military operations. Characteristic of the plans for a concentration

of the Belgo-Franco-British Armies is a note in this decree stating that

certain roads and approach-roads should not be employed for the evacuation

because they were “reserved for the British Army.” From this it will be

seen that the area on which the British Army was to deploy had been

decided upon in all details between the General Staffs, and these plans

were brought to the attention of the local Belgian authorities to enable

them to carry out measures of organization.

There is therefore no doubt that General Staff arrangements were made

years ago between Belgium and France and Britain—and also with Holland.

Due to the rapid advance of the German troops, a vast quantity of fresh

evidence has fallen into German hands. This evidence, consisting of orders,

service instructions, maps, etc., affords clear proof that not only were Gen-

eral Staff agreements reached between the High Command of France,

Britain, Belgium and Holland, but, on the basis of these agreements, orders

for all military units were drawn up and handed out to them for study.

The evidence proves beyond doubt that the whole advance of the Franco-

Belgian Army was planned on the basis of intimate cooperation with the

Belgian General Staff. From the wealth of material at its disposal, the

German Foreign Office herewith publishes, as a preliminary example, a few

documents, to reveal in detail the concentration of a portion of the vanguard

Road, from Proven to Poperinghe and Ypres, Hooglcde, Thourout, Bruges,

Mcncn to Courtrai and Ghent,

Aelbekc to Courtrai and Ghent,

Tournai to Courtrai and Ghent,

Routers, Thourout, Bruges,

Routers, Thielt, Aeltre, Ecclos,

Courtrai, Deinze, Ghent,

Tournai, Antoing,

Tournai, Leuzc and Baisieux to Ath, Enghicn, Brussels,

Tournai, Haequcies, Renaix, Audenarde to Ghent,

Tournai, Lessincs, Crammont, Ninove, Brussels,

Renaix, Ninove via Nederbraket,

Leuze, Ath, Enghien, Brussels,

Peruwelz to Mons,
Mons to Ath,

Mons to Brussels,

Road from La Louvierc to Brussels via Nivelles,

Road from Charleroi to Nivelles, to Waterloo, Terveuren, Nosscghcm and Louvain,
Charleroi to Nivelles.

All high roads from La Louvierc, Charleroi, Namur and Dinant in the direction of the

French frontier arc military roads when they allow for traffic in both directions regardless of

whether they arc asphalted or paved; only narrow roads are free for evacuation.
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SUMMARY xv

of the French and British Armies and to disclose what plans were made for

its cooperation with the Belgian, Dutch and British armies.

Document No. 1

This document shows that the plans of operation made by the British and

French General Staffs from the very outset included the territory of Luxem-

burg. It deals with the orders issued by the Commander of a French force

detailed for operations in Luxemburg. These orders, dated May 2, 1940,

contain a modification of previous instructions which were to have been

followed upon receipt of the obviously anticipated command: “Enter Lux-

emburg immediately.”

Document No. 2

This is a Regimental Order, dated April 2, 1940, which orders the 4th

French Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regiment to proceed to the Meuse

on the first day of the invasion, and instructs its advance detachments to

reach the Belgian village of Marche, as well as Durbuy, 30 km south of

Liege. The order further contains exact details of the manner in which

the regiment is to establish contact with the French units advancing in the

neighboring territories as well as with the Belgian troops in the fortified

region of Namur. The direction of sudden advance prescribed for this regi-

ment is to extend south of the Meuse, once the Meuse is crossed between

Namur and Dinant. The division to which this regiment belongs was thus

assigned the task of reaching the German frontier near Aix-la-Chapelle.

Document No. 3

This reveals in full detail how far the preparation for the entry of Franco-

British troops into Belgium had already advanced. This order, issued by

the 4th French Light Division mentioned in Document No. 2, deals with

the reinforcement of the troops during the first days of the advance. Typical

of the exactitude of the Belgian-French agreements, orders were issued

even for the supply of petrol to the French army from Belgian petrol

stations and for the manner and method of payment. Thus the order of the

4th Light Division states literally that vouchers, specially prepared for the

entry and provided with the stamp “French Army,” would be valid for

the Belgian civilian as well as for the army gas stations. Paragraph 5 of

this Divisional Order affords further proof of the agreements reached be-

tween the two General Staffs, since it clearly shows that motorized units
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XVI ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

were to be detrained at Belgian stations on the very first day of the advance

of French troops into Belgium.

Document No. 4

Document No. 4 is an order issued by the French High Command on

April 16, 1940, which likewise shows that the use of the Belgian railway

system was provided for in the advance into Belgium and that an extensive

plan was already prepared for this purpose. This order was found among

the divisional papers, together with the instructions, also printed here, for

the entrainment of the 21st French Infantry Division. In these instructions

for entrainment, as well as in a written note attached to them, entrainment

stations situated south of Dunkerque not far from the Belgian frontier are

clearly indicated for the individual units of the above named division, as well

as the exact times of departure and the destinations lying to the west of

Antwerp. This proves that a timetable drawn up with exact details had

been prepared for the railway transport of French troops to Belgium, all

of which clearly indicates close cooperation with the Belgian railway

administration.

Document No. S

In this Document, there is particularly striking proof of most minute

preparations for the French advance into Belgium. It shows that special

sketches had been issued for the routes of advance on Belgian territory

and that these were to be duplicated by the squadrons. This was to ensure

that every independent subordinate commander down to the lance-corporal

memorize exactly the routes of advance into Belgium. This measure was to

be carried through by February 8, 1940.

Document No. 6

From the sixth document, it is evident that this reconnoitering of Belgian

territory was not only being done on the map but that the French officers,

as the German General Staff had known for a long time, considered it a

matter of course that they should be entitled to visit Belgian territory per-

sonally in order to view matters on the spot. This document is the diary

of a French officer, Lieutenant Ed. Dollfuss. On January 16, 1940 we find

the entry: “Reconnoitered positions in Belgium.” It is obvious that such

reconnoitering carried out by French officers on Belgian territory could not

have taken place without the consent of the Belgian Government.

Digitized by Goo Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



SUMMARY xvii

Documents Nos. 7 and 8

These documents reveal that not only did individual French officers occa-

sionally visit Belgian territory, but that entire French units had actually

entered Belgium some time before May 10, that is to say, had been sta-

tioned there. From the numerous fresh proofs which we have of this, we

here publish two depositions referring to observations made to this effect

in the Belgian village of Bertrix, about 25 km distant from the French

frontier. A subject of the State of Luxemburg living there, testified (Docu-

ment No. 7) that he had noticed a French armored unit in Bertrix on

May 3 or 4 and had recognized it with absolute certainty, also that it had

come from the south, that is, from the French frontier and had proceeded

in a northeasterly direction. This statement is supplemented by the informa-

tion given by a soldier from a French tank detachment, captured a few

kilometers northeast of Bertrix, in Recogne, during the German advance,

who declared that his unit had been in Belgium since April 15 (Document

No. 8).

Document No. 9

This is a memorandum by the General Staff of the 9th French Army
respecting instructions for the planned Belgian move east of the Meuse.

This secret “report,” which was intended only for the General Staff of the

9th Army, includes a criticism of the Belgian plan of operation. This criti-

cism shows that exact detailed directions had been given both regarding the

foremost lines of the Belgian Army and the individual units that were to

occupy these positions, and concerning the measures which were to be

taken by the Belgians if the foremost line could not be held. It is

obvious that such secret information could only be given directly by the

Belgian High Command. All of this furnished incontestable proof of the

close cooperation between the French and Belgian General Staffs.

Document No. 10

Document No. 10 is an order issued by the 2nd Belgian Grenadier Regi-

ment on April 13, 1940. The order shows that the regiment had been

ordered to improve an already existing fortified position between Ninove

and Hal, in particular to construct wire entanglements, clear the field of

fire, build up parapets, prepare camouflage, etc. It is especially significant

that the very beginning of the order contains the heading “Particulars about

friendly troops,” and that the places mentioned in it which lie along the
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xviii ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

French frontier, partly on French and partly on Belgian territory, show

that these words can only refer to the French Army. This proves that mili-

tary cooperation between the French and the Belgian Army was already

so far advanced in April that the two were beginning to regard themselves

as allies, and that even in orders intended for the lowest units the French

troops were described as “friendly.”

Document No. 11

This document is an order issued by the 2nd British Division and dated

April 19, 1940. It shows clearly what preparations had been made for close

cooperation with Belgian authorities, in particular with the police, for the

impending advance into Belgium. It contains the information that repre-

sentatives of the Belgian State Police would be attached to British Head-

quarters and to the individual corps, and directions are given for coopera-

tion with the Belgian police. Attached to the order is a list of persons who
were to be arrested in various places in Flanders immediately upon entry.

These arrests were not to be carried out by British military but by the

Belgian police.

Document No. 12

Document No. 12 is a rough map giving a clear impression of the French

aims. The entries on this map, found on an officer of the 1st French Light

Division, show that this division, stationed in the Valenciennes sector, was

to cross the Belgian frontier on three separate routes obviously to advance

without interruption as far as the Brussels-Charleroi Canal, between Tubize

and Seneffe. The town of Soignies lying to the west of the Canal is detailed

as the first Belgian Staff Headquarters of the division. The sector allocated

to this division for its further advance toward the German frontier is

marked on the map as far as St. Trond, a few kilometers south of the

Albert Canal near Hasselt. Other markings on this map show that the ter-

ritory north of this sector was reserved for the British Army. It is clear

that such a plan of operation could only have been drawn up in agreement

with the Belgian General Staff.

Document No. 13

In this document, the information which the rough map gives regarding

the advance of the 1st Light Division is supplemented. It is an order of

the same division, is dated December 18, 1939, and states what contacts
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were provided for the advance. Side by side with British forces (2nd

British Division or Hotblack Group) marching on the left flank of the

division, would be the Belgian Army. Contacts were to be established not

only with the Belgian field troops in this sector of the division but with

the Belgian General Staff in Brussels. Contact with the General Staff was

to be established from Soignies to Brussels by a motorized unit of French

Cuirassiers.

Dt>cument No. 14

A map of roads for the British advance printed, as the imprint shows,

in April, 1940, which proves that the British advance through Belgium had

been settled in all its details as early as that time.

Document No. IS

This document also shows that on the advance through Belgium, contact

was to be established with the British and Belgian troops. Mention is made
here of the 3rd British Division which was to advance from its quarters

near Lille via Audenarde and Louvain, and of a Belgian division which

was stationed at Turnhout. Contact was also to be established with Belgian

Headquarters, the exact position of which is stated in the order. Contact with

the Dutch troops is similarly provided for. They were to be reached, in

accordance with the marching orders given, in the Tilburg sector.

Document No. 16

The sixteenth document is an operation order issued by French Lt.-Col.

Lestoquoi, commander of a special group commissioned with the task of

advancing from their garrison near Dunkerque on a forced march through

Belgium to occupy and safeguard the islands of Walcheren and Beverland.

Paragraph XIII of this order expressly emphasizes cooperation with Belgian

and Dutch troops during this operation.

Document No. 17

Document No. 17 is an operation order, dated November 15, 1939, and

issued by French Lt.-Col. Astafort, in command of the Subsection west of

the Lestoquoi group mentioned in Document No. 16. This French detach-

ment was instructed to proceed as rapidly as possible from their head-

quarters in the neighborhood of Dunkerque to the Dutch village of Breskens

Digitized by Google
Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



XX ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

on the south bank of the Scheldt estuary and thence to cross by ferry to

Flushing in order to safeguard the aerodrome situated there.

Document No. 18

An order, dated April 17, 1940, and issued by the leader of a French

reconnaisance detachment, with reference to the advance through Belgium

via Bruges and Antwerp to the Dutch town of Breda, this document, like

the three preceding it, unmistakably reveals the full extent of the Franco-

British intentions which aimed at occupying positions not only in Belgium

but also in Holland, whence an attack could be launched against Germany.

This document, moreover, shows especially clearly to what a large extent

Franco-British plans of operations were based upon cooperation with

the Belgian and Dutch armies and that they were preceded by a previous

communication to the General Staffs concerned.

Document No. 19

This furnishes indisputable proof from another quarter that such General

Staff conferences actually took place. It is a memorandum from Commander
in Chief Winkelman of the Dutch forces, dated March 23, 1940, and was

handed to the Belgian Government by the Dutch Minister in Brussels, and

found in the Belgian Foreign Office during the advance of the German

troops. This memorandum not only proves that military negotiations took

place between Holland and Belgium, but it also shows clearly that these

negotiations were based on the most detailed cooperation with the British

and French General Staffs.

The memorandum states in detail how many divisions were expected

from Britain and France and what measures were to be adopted in North

Brabant in order to enable the Dutch to bring “into action a portion of their

army side by side with the Belgian or the British and French forces in

these provinces.” In the course of the negotiations conducted to this end

with the French and British Governments, General Winkelman—as the

most important section of this memorandum states—emphatically pointed

out that a withdrawal of the Dutch troops from the Grebbe Line to the

Vesting Holland would be most regrettable from the Dutch as well as from

the international point of view. For what reason? Because “a defense of

the Grebbe Line leaves open the possibility of advancing from this line

at any given moment in order to proceed to an attack.” Although the

memorandum—in keeping with the customary form of such documents

—
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refers chiefly to defensive measures, this sentence clearly shows that the

negotiations were conducted solely with the intention of discovering how

the Dutch position could best be incorporated in the far-reaching offensive

plans of the Western Powers.

Our deductions may be summarized thus:

( 1 ) Since the end of the Great War, General Staff talks have continued

without interruption between Belgium and France. The same applies to

cooperation between the Belgian and the British General Staffs. The Ger-

man High Command possessed indisputable proof of all this. In the end,

the Belgian Government no longer refrained from frank public references

to this cooperation. Detailed military agreements were similarly concluded

between the Dutch Government and Britain and France.

(2) Documents captured by German troops on their advance into Bel-

gium—of which those published here are only a small first installment

—

irrefutably prove that the Franco-British advance on the Ruhr territory

via Belgium and Holland was prepared in every particular by the General

Staffs of the hostile powers as early as September, 1939, and that not only

the General Staffs but the fighting forces of all the countries involved were

informed of every detail of these orders.

In all probability, British and French authorities in their embarrassment

will attempt to counter these incontrovertible proofs with the same excuse

they made following the disclosures of German White Book No. 4 in

regard to British intentions to land in Norway, namely by stating that their

plans only concerned a counterstroke. Although there is absolute proof that

the British expedition to Norway was in progress as early as April 7, they

asserted that the British plans were drawn up only when German ships

were on the way to Narvik.

How unfounded the British excuses are was demonstrated by Joachim

von Ribbentrop, German Minister for Foreign Affairs, in his statement to

the Diplomatic Corps and representatives of the home and foreign press,

regarding Britain’s mine-laying in Norwegian territorial waters on April 8

in order to safeguard the landing of her expeditionary force in Stavanger,

Bergen, Trondheim and Narvik. He further pointed out that orders to sail

for the North had been issued to the German fleet only when information

of the full details of this British plan had reached Germany. Germany’s

counterstroke, launched on April 9, only succeeded at the last minute in

frustrating the British plan of landing in Norway. Further striking proof
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of British intentions in Scandinavia is a document that fell into the hands

of the German troops during their operations in Norway and provided

truly sensational disclosures about the real aims of the British plans at

that time. It concerned the plan of operation for the Avonforce detachment,

originally ordered into action at Narvik, an order issued by the British

War Office on April 6 (Document 20).

Document No. 20

In paragraph 2 of this order it is explicitly stated that the Swedish iron

ore territory is to be the objective of this British enterprise. It says that at

a moment to be fixed by the commander of the group an advance of British

troops into Sweden to occupy the iron mines at Gallivare is to be launched.

Not a word is to be found in the order about the presence of German

troops which, if credence is to be given to the statement of British ministers,

were to be driven out of Norway. True, item 2 of the order reckons with

possible enemy action, but in terms which show that it was expected at

the beginning of May at the earliest, that is long after the intended British

coup against Sweden.

This order clearly shows that the sole object the British Government

had for its projected invasion of Norway was the occupation of the Swedish

iron mines. The assertion that the British expedition to Scandinavia was

merely a countermeasure is thus refuted once and for all. From the outset

of the war declared by them, the Western Powers concentrated on counter-

balancing the moral and military weakness of their position by endeavoring

to enlist other, especially smaller, states to assist them in their aims. Scan-

dinavia was to come first, then Holland, Belgium and Luxemburg. But the

German sword put an end to their dastardly schemes.
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DUTCH AND BELGIAN GOVERNMENTS

May 10, 1940

The Reich Government for a long time has known of the main aim of

British and French war policy. It consists of the expansion of war to

other countries and the misuse of their peoples as auxiliary mercenary

troops by England and France. The last attempt in this direction was a plan

to occupy Scandinavia with the aid of Norway in order to establish a new

front there against Germany.

This attempt was frustrated at the zero hour through Germany’s inter-

ference. Germany gave the world public documentary proof of that.

Immediately after the failure of the British and French action in Scan-

dinavia, England and France resumed their policies for the expansion in

other directions.

Thus, during the flight-like retreat of the British troops from Norway
the English Prime Minister announced that England, because of the changed

situation, was now in a position to transfer the main force of her fleet to the

Mediterranean and the English and French units were already on the way

to Alexandria.

The Mediterranean now became the center of the Anglo-French war

propaganda. Partly this was intended to conceal the defeat in Scandinavia

and the great loss of prestige thereby suffered in the eyes of their own

people and of the world, and partly to make it appear as if the Balkans

now had been selected as the next theater of war against Germany.

Mediterranean Ruse

In reality
,
however

,
the ostensible shifting of Anglo-French war policy

to the Mediterranean served an entirely different purpose: it was nothing

more than a large-scale maneuver to divert attention in order to deceive

Germany as to the actual scene of the next Anglo-French attack.
9••xnu
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For some time it has been realized by the German Government that the

true object of Britain and France is this: a carefully prepared and now
imminent attack on Germany in the west with the view of advancing toward

the Ruhr district across Belgian and Dutch territory.

Germany has recognized and respected the integrity of Belgium and Hol-

land on the natural supposition that the two countries would preserve the

strictest neutrality in the event of war between Germnay on the one hand

and Britain and France on the other.

Belgium and Holland have not complied with this condition.

It is true that so far they have tried to retain the outward appearance of

neutrality, but the countries have favored Germany’s enemies with com-

plete partiality and have even supported them in their intentions.

Basing their views on documents in their possession and particularly on

appended reports of the Reich Ministry of the Interior of March 29, 1940,

and of the German High Command of May 4, 1940, the German Govern-

ment desires to draw attention to the following facts:

First, since the outbreak of the war the Belgian and Dutch press have

shown an anti-German attitude in excess even of that taken by British and

French newspapers. In spite of continual protests on the part of the Reich

they have not up to the present time changed their attitude.

In addition to this, leading personalities in public life in both countries

have to an increasing extent in recent months expressed the view that the

place of Belgium and Holland was at the side of Britain and France. Many
other incidents in the political and business life of Belgium and Holland

emphasize this tendency still more.

The Lowlands Join in the Allies' Plot

Second, Holland, in conjunction with certain Belgian circles, has lent

herself to giving support to attempts of the British Secret Service to bring

about a revolution in Germany, which amounts to a flagrant breach of her

most elementary obligations as a neutral.

The organization built up by the secret service on Belgian and Dutch

soil, which enjoyed the fullest support of the Belgian and Dutch authorities

reaching as far as the highest circles of officials and of the General Staff,

had no other object than the removal of the Fuehrer and of the German

Government by all the means at their disposal and the setting up of a gov-

ernment in Germany which would be ready to work for the destruction of

the unity of the Reich and would agree to the formation of a powerless fed-

eration of individual German states.
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Dutch and Belgian Military Operations

Measures taken by the Belgian Government and the Dutch Government

in the military sphere make the position even clearer. They provide incon-

trovertible proof of the true intentions of the policy pursued by Belgium and

Holland.

They are in marked contrast to all declarations made by the Belgian Gov-

ernment and the Dutch Government to the effect that they would, with all

their power and in every direction, oppose any attempt to make use of

their sovereign territory for the passage of troops or as a base for operations

on land, at sea or in the air.

Thus Belgium, to give an example, has fortified itself on its German

border exclusively. Facing France no fortifications of any kind have been

built. The repeated urgent representations of the German Government were,

it is true, answered each time by the Belgian Government with assurances

that care would be taken to put an end to this state of affairs, which

operates against Germany only. In actual fact, however, nothing was ever

done and all promises in this direction remained unfulfilled.

On the contrary, Belgium up to this very moment continued exclusively

and unabatingly to perfect her fortifications against Germany. The Dutch

coast represents an equally open and unguarded means of entry for the

British Air Force. The German Government has furnished the Dutch Gov-

ernment, by a series of communications, with proof of the violation of

Dutch neutrality by British aircraft.

Winking at Frequent Violations of Dutch Neutrality by British Planes

Since the outbreak of the war, British airmen have been appearing almost

daily over German territory coming from Holland. There are 127 cases in

which British military aircraft have crossed over Dutch territory. It has

been indisputably proved in every detail, the Dutch Government being duly

notified.

In reality, however, the number is far greater, being many times the

number of cases noted. In all these additional cases there is likewise no

doubt that the British planes were involved. The large number of cases in

which Dutch territory has been flown over and the fact that the Dutch

Government took no effective measures of any kind against this action prove

without a shadow of doubt that the British Air Force has been using Dutch

sovereign territory systematically as a base for operations against Ger-

many with the knowledge and consent of the Dutch Government.
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Concentration of Entire Armed Forces at German Border

Still more striking proof of the real attitude of Belgium and Holland is,

however, the concentration of the entire mobilized Belgian and Dutch

troops which is directed against Germany. While at the beginning of Sep-

tember, 1939, Belgium and Holland had their troops distributed fairly

evenly along their frontiers, some time later and as collaboration between

the Belgian and Dutch General Staffs and those of Britain and France

intensified, the western frontiers of these countries were completely denuded

of troops and the entire Belgian and Dutch forces concentrated against

Germany on the eastern frontiers of these two countries.

This massing of Belgian and Dutch troops on the German frontier took

place at a time when Germany had concentrated no troops on her Belgian-

Dutch frontiers, but when Great Britain and France, on the contrary, had

assembled strong mechanized attacking forces on the Franco-Belgian

frontier.

In other words, at a time when the neutrality in the west appeared more

and more menaced by the attitude of Great Britain and France, and by a

massing of British and French troops, and when Belgium and Holland

would consequently have had every reason to strengthen their protective

measures here, they withdrew their own troops from the endangered western

frontier to the east, where no German troops at all were stationed.

German Counter-measures Inevitable

It was not until that moment that Germany adopted her counter-measures

and now also stationed her troops on the Belgian and Dutch frontiers.

However, the Belgian and Dutch General Staffs by these sudden measures,

entirely contrary to every rule of strategy, disclosed their true attitude.

Their action becomes understandable when it is realized that these meas-

ures were taken only because Belgian and Dutch troops have never con-

sidered themselves as anything but the vanguard of the Anglo-French Army.

Documents in possession of the German Government prove that prepara-

tions made by Britain and France on Belgian and Dutch territory for their

attack on Germany have already reached an advanced stage.

Thus some considerable time ago all obstacles on the Franco-Belgian fron-

tier which might have impeded the advance of the Anglo-French forces

were secretly removed. Airdromes in Belgium and Holland were inspected
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by British and French officers and improvements were duly carried out.

Means of transport were stationed in readiness on the frontiers in Belgium

and recently advanced staff and troop units of the British and French armies

arrived in various places in Belgium and Holland.

These facts, as well as additional reports which have become more fre-

quent in the last few days, are undeniable proof that an Anglo-French attack

on Germany is imminent and that this envisaged attack on the Ruhr will

take place through Belgium and Holland.

An impression of the Belgian and Dutch attitude as gained from these

irrefutable facts is incontestible and clear. From the very outbreak of the

war, contrary to the declaration ostensibly made by their Governments,

both countries have secretly sided with Britain and France—that is to say,

with the very powers who had determined to attack Germany and had

actually declared war.

German Warning Disregarded

Although the attention of the Belgian Foreign Minister has on more

than one occasion been earnestly directed by Germany toward this attitude,

no change whatsoever has ensued.

On the contrary, the Belgian Minister for Defense recently made a state-

ment in Belgium tantamount to admission that the General Staffs of

Belgium, France and Britain had come to an agreement on all measures

necessary for concerted action against Germany. If, in spite of this, Belgium

and Holland still persist in making a pretext of a policy of independence

and neutrality, this cannot explain away these indubitable facts, and the

attitudes of the two governments cannot be regarded as anything but an

attempt at deception as to the real intentions of Belgian and Dutch policy.

In view of this state of affairs, the German Government can no longer

doubt that Belgium and Holland are determined not only to tolerate the

impending Anglo-French attack, but support it in every direction, and that

agreements reached between the General Staffs of the two countries and

those of Britain and France can serve only this purpose. The objection

advanced by Belgium and Holland that this development does not conform

with their intentions, and that their helplessness in the face of Britain

and France simply compelled them to adopt this attitude, we cannot accept

as valid.

In any case, as far as Germany is concerned, it has no bearing on the

situation.
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A Life and Death Struggle for Germany

The struggle for life and death was thrust on the German people by

Britain and France. The German Government does not intend to await an

attack by Britain and France, nor to allow the war to be carried through

Belgium and France to German soil.

They have
,
therefore

,
issued orders for their troops to safeguard the neu-

trality of the countries with all the military means at the disposal of the

Reich.

The German Government desires to make the following supplementary

announcement: German soldiers are not entering Holland and Belgium as

enemies
, for the German Government neither desired nor brought about this

development. The responsibility rests with Britain and France and with the

Belgian and Dutch Governments, who tolerated and favored them.

The German Government further declares that Germany does not intend

by these measures to attack the integrity of the Kingdom of Belgium and

the Kingdom of Holland or their possessions or property in Europe or in

their colonies , either now or in the future .

It is still in the power of the Belgian and Dutch Governments today

to safeguard the welfare of all their people at the last moment by insuring

that no resistance to the German troops is offered. The German Government

herewith requests the two governments to issue the necessary orders without

delay. Should the German troops encounter opposition in Belgium or Hol-

land, it will be crushed with every means. The Belgian and Dutch Govern-

ments alone would bear the responsibility for the consequences and for the

bloodshed, which would then become unavoidable.
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First, contrary to the statement made by the Belgian King to the effect

that Belgium would pursue a policy independent from the grouping of the

great powers, Belgian defenses on land were solely directed against Germany.

Liege was turned into the mightiest fortress in Western Europe, while

Namur was fortified only against the east. The frontier with France re-

mained unfortified.

These facts were established beyond a doubt by German reconnaissance

planes flying along the Belgian border.

The Belgian-Polish Agreement of 1937

Second, documents found in Warsaw prove the cooperation of Polish and

Belgian military authorities
,
especially as far as the exchange of informa-

tion, material and news concerning Germany goes.

On May 1, 1937, the following agreement was made between the Belgian

General Staff and the Polish Military Attache in Paris:

“The Belgian General Staff with the consent of the Belgian War Office

agrees to cooperation with the Second Division of the Polish General Staff

concerning the exchange of information concerning the German Army.

“The Polish Military Attache at Brussels will be entrusted with the task

of acting as the liaison officer.

“The Polish Military Attache reported to the Polish Government that to

the best of his knowledge the Belgian Foreign Ministry had been informed

of this cooperation.”

The Belgian General Staff offered to Poland, Belgian information con-

cerning the German Army, Navy and Air Force

.

The Poles promised corresponding material to the Belgians for the middle

of June, 1937.

xxix
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Belgian Troop Concentration on German Border

Third, the distribution of Belgian military forces and the deployment of

Belgian troops was exclusively directed against Germany.

Since the end of October of 1939, of a total of twenty-one mobilized

Belgian divisions fourteen were stationed along the German border while

three divisions were kept in reserve near Brussels. Only four reserve divi-

sions were drawn up along the coast and the French border.

On the occasion of military leaves suspended in Belgium on Nov. 11,

1939, further strong Belgian forces were sent to the German border, while

the coast and French border were left almost entirely unprotected. This

one-sided deployment of Belgian troops was not changed, even when strong

Anglo-French motorized units were placed along the Belgian-French frontier

up to the coast.

This distribution of Belgian forces was followed up on Jan. 14, 1940,

by an order to Belgian troops at Belgium’s southwestern border and in the

Ardennes forbidding them explicitly to fire on French troops.

Fourth, other technical measures taken by Belgium fully correspond

with the attitude directed against Germany.

While since the beginning of the war military obstacles on roads leading

into Belgium from Germany were intensified and multiplied, since January,

1940, all military precautionary measures taken by Belgians along the

French border were canceled. Moreover, evacuation orders for important

military establishments were given only in the vicinity of the German border.

The same holds good as far as evacuation of the population is concerned.

Significantly enough, Belgian evacuees were sent to districts near the French

border.

Belgian Military Arrangemente

Fifth, since October
,
1939

,
indications were growing that Belgium had

made military arrangements with England and France.

A decree issued by the Belgian Defense Minister as early as 1937 con-

tains detailed instructions of the distribution of various main roads in the

event of an Anglo-French march into Belgium.

Belgian police along the French border received orders on Nov. 11, 1939,

to clear the ways for French marching into Belgium and to remove all

civilian vehicles from the roads.

To facilitate the transport of Anglo-French troops through Belgium, rail-
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way material, especially engines and empty trains, were kept in readiness

near the French border.

For the same purpose motor cars and lorries were concentrated near the

French frontier.

A telegram to the chief office of the Belgian railways dated the night of

the 13th to the 14th of January underlined the importance of these meas-

ures. The telegram reads:

“No more objections need be raised to use oj Belgian railway material

by Franco-British troops”

On Dec. 12, 1939, Mayors in the Ardennes district received orders to

make necessary preparations for the accommodation of French troops.

Belgian Cooperation with Allied General Staff

During November and December of 1939 a special French detachment

appeared near Liege and in the Ardennes district making, without the

knowledge of the Belgian authorities, preparations for the marching of

French troops into Belgium.

Since December
,
1939

,
at various places in Belgium

, French military en-

gineers supervised the construction oj fortifications and British engineers

constructed concrete platforms for heavy artillery.

On April 20, the British steamer City of Simla arrived in Antwerp with

arms, ammunition and tanks for British troops. War material was unloaded

in Antwerp.

These facts show beyond doubt that twice in the middle of October, 1939,

Belgium openly prepared assistance to be given Allied forces.

The task allotted to the Belgian Army was to intercept the German coun-

ter-attack against British and French troops pushing forward in the direction

of the Ruhr district and to hold Germans back until Anglo-French troops

had found time to close up with the Belgians .

Sixth, all reports on hand about the Anglo-French lining up of troops as

well as the results of aerial reconnaissance show unmistakably that the left

wing has been set aside for attack through Belgian territory.

Practically all motorized infantry divisions as well as tank and cavalry

divisions lined up on the Belgian frontier. They include a large number of

North African divisions which are regarded as explicit shock-troop divi-

sions.

Despite this, complete opening of the Belgian southwest frontier and the

one-sided lining up of Belgians against Germany was not recalled.
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Cooperating with the Allied Air Force

Seventh, in the field of air force, military cooperation between Belgium

and the Western powers against Germany has been proved. It extends to

the supply of material, active support in the manufacture of airplanes and

the establishment of airports and air bases for Britain.

Violations of neutrality of Belgian territory by airplanes of Western

powers without sufficient defensive measures on the part of Belgium are

further proof of this unilateral attitude.

Eighth, Belgium supports the Western powers in the field of naval war-

fare by not carrying out the Belgian decree that ships entering the port of

Antwerp must unload explosives of more than 300 kilograms. However,

for the benefit of the armed merchantmen of the Western powers this decree

was not enforced of late.

Ninth, especially grave are recent reports not only that Britain has been

long prepared for marching into Belgium but that British advance com-

manders were already stationed in Belgian official quarters and have already

occupied important airdromes.

These reports prove that the marching in of British and French troops

into Belgium was imminent.

Dutch Violations of Neutrality

The change of deployment of Dutch troops since the beginning of 1939

absolutely contradicts frequent Dutch assurances that Holland would de-

fend her neutrality against whoever was likely to threaten it.

While in September, 1939, five Dutch divisions were stationed in Western

Holland, which fronts against England, only two divisions were drawn up
along the Grebbe Line and the Dutch eastern border. Deployment was
entirely the reverse early in 1940.

Almost eight divisions were lined up along the Grebbe Line and south

thereof, while in the Maastricht corner, only one regiment was stationed

and a new division was formed in Peel Heath.

Later another two newly-formed divisions were sent to the Grebbe Line

facing east, while in the interiors of Holland only parts of two divisions

remained, and Hollands defense against the west was safeguarded solely by

a regiment of marines, regiments of second and third line and a battalion

of recruits.

Since then no material change occurred in this deployment of Dutch

troops directed against Germany.
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Simultaneously Dutch interior fortifications were built along the German

border, while no such measures were taken in Western Holland or along

the Dutch coast. Jan. 12, 1940, discussions took place in Breda between

Dutch, Belgian, French and British staff officers.

One-Sided Defenses

In October, 1936, the King of the Belgians declared that Belgium would

in the future avoid leaning on any great power and would pursue a policy

independent of groups of powers.

As a consequence of this independence policy it could be expected that

from now on military preparations would be taken for the defense of her

independence not only against Germany but also against France and Eng-

land.

It must be stated, however, that Belgian fortifications were directed

one-sidedly against Germany since the World War; that Liege was made

the most powerful fortified base of Western Europe and that the strengthen-

ing of fortifications at Namur was carried out only on the Eastern Front.

On the frontiers of Germany, Luxemburg and the Netherlands a deep

and dense net of strong frontier fortifications came into existence. On the

other hand the frontier toward France remained completely unfortified.

That this fortification system was incompatible with the newly initiated

independence policy was admitted in the Summer of 1937 by the Chief of

the Belgian General Staff, General von den Bergen, when he declared that

at the moment—as was quite natural—the entire fortification system of

Belgium still faced the east.

He added that before long, however, Germany would have the occasion

to observe that the new political situation being taken into account by

Belgium would mean security measures against all on all sides.

These Belgian declarations were not carried into effect in the ensuing two

and one-half years.

On March 2, 1938, the Belgian Minister of Defense, Lieut. Gen. Henri

Denis, declared in the Chamber that “Belgium retained a free hand regard-

ing the execution of plans to fortify the country with the reservation, how-

ever, that she could follow foreign counsel or pay attention to eventual

necessity of cooperating with other States.”

According to the situation existing at that time this intimation referred

to the cooperation of Belgium with France and England.

The budget for 1939 contained an item of 1,000,000 francs for the forti-

fication of the southern frontier.
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The sum of 270,000,000 francs was to be expended for the perfection of

fortifications on the eastern frontier, which was already heavily fortified.

Thus the disproportion existing between the two frontiers was further in-

creased.

French Frontier Left Unfortified

German air reconnaissance over the French fortifications at the Belgian

frontier ascertained beyond doubt that the Belgian frontier against France

was still completely unfortified.

Through other reliable reports it is known that only a small number of

light field fortifications were constructed south of Brussels on the line of

Ninove-Hal-Waterloo.

This weak line, however, cannot be valued as a fortification along the

frontier against France. It represents rather an extension of the “reduit

national” that is, the area of retreat for the Belgian Army in case of war

against Germany.

The southern portion of the country on both banks of the rivers Sambre

and Maas are still open to the French advance toward the German-Belgian

frontier.

On Feb. 8, 1940, this fact led to a sharp dispute in the Belgian Chamber
between the Belgian Minister of Defense and a Belgian Deputy.

In view of the lack of activity at the French frontier, it is all the more
significant that not only at the end of the Summer of 1937, but even at the

present time, fortifications directed against an allegedly projected German
attack were being rushed to completion.

Visita of High French Officials

The French General Dosse, then the inspector of French training of

reserve officers, inspected in January, 1939, an army school for the further

education of French reserve officers living in Belgium at Brussels.

It is not known to what extent Belgian officers participated in this affair

—but Belgian generals, including the Minister of Defense as the official

representative of the Belgian Army, participated in the dinner following

the inspection. Official speeches were exchanged.

Such French activity on Belgian territory with the consent and participa-

tion of Belgian officials did not conform with the policy of independence

announced by the Belgian King.

Belgium did nothing to prepare the ground for a really neutral attitude

of the population, particularly against the German Army.
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While the closest contact was being maintained between the Belgian and

French and English Armies, while, even as late as 1939, crack French com-

panies visited Belgian troops units and public fraternization scenes occurred,

agitation against the German Army was tolerated and may even have been

promoted.

It is still further significant that in 1937 notorious atrocity pictures were

hung in the Citadel of Namur, a building owned by the army, and that they

were used for systematic agitation against Germany .

Documentm Seized in Wartaw Corroborate German Charge

Documents of the Polish General Staff seized in Warsaw gave irreproach-

able proof for the Belgian-Polish cooperation in the exchange of information

concerning Germany.

The following can be ascertained from a letter of the Polish Military

Attach^ in Paris, a colonel of the General Staff, Colonel Fyda, to the chief

of the secretary of the department of the Polish General Staff dated May
7, 1937:

“On May 1, 1937, following the agreement concluded between the chief

of the Belgian General Staff and Colonel Fyda:

“The Belgian General Staff consents with the approval of the War Min-

istry to cooperate with the Polish General Staff regarding the exchange of

information on the German armed forces.

“Information will be exchanged through the Polish Military Attach^ at

Brussels.

“Colonel Fyda reports that it could be assumed that the Belgian Foreign

Ministry was informed regarding the cooperation.

“The Chief of the Belgian General Staff ordered the immediate exchange

of Belgian elaborations of March, 1937, regarding the disposition of the

German Army, Air Force and Navy.

“Colonel Fyda rejects this under pretext and requests a decision by tele-

gram of the Chief of the Second Department in Warsaw.

“A telegram from the Chief of the Second Department in Warsaw was

dispatched to Colonel Fyda: ‘Agreed.—Polish material will be sent in the

middle of June.’
”

This proved beyond doubt that Polish-Belgian cooperation existed until

the beginning of the German-Polish war.

Distribution of forces and deployment of the Belgian Army were directed

against Germany.
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In peacetime the Belgian frontier in the East was occupied by troops to

a considerably stronger degree than along the southwestern frontier.

Basic Change in Belgian Army Formation

To this must be added that at the German frontier troops for an emer-

gency were stationed but not at the French frontier.

At the outbreak of the war the Belgian Army was still concentrating a

majority of its divisions along the southwestern frontier.

At the end of September, nine infantry divisions and two cavalry divisions

were stationed at the fronts to the southwest and west. However, on the

eastern front there were only three divisions, and one division in reserve

and two divisions in the vicinity of the training ground at Beverloo.

However, after October 2, 1939
, a basic change in the formation of the

Belgian Army took place and the largest part of the Belgian Army units was

shifted to the northeastern frontier.

Since the latter part of October out of twenty-one mobilized divisions of

the field army about fourteen divisions were placed in position at the north-

ern and eastern frontiers between Antwerp and south of Liege; three divi-

sions stood as reserve units in the Brussels area and about four divisions

stood at the southwest frontier and along the coastal area.

All night-leaves of November 7 and 8 were canceled for the entire Bel-

gian Army, and numerous omnibuses and trucks were called in for army

duty.

It is confirmed that on November 8 a transportation movement started.

Thereby strong forces were shifted from the area around Brussels, from the

coastal area and from the southwest frontier. This shift led to an almost

complete military evacuation of the coast and the French frontiers.

Over two-thirds of the Belgian Army troops are stationed at the eastern

frontier and behind the Albert Canal. The remainder is stationed around

Brussels as reserve and in the coastal area.

Only the weak protective units without artillery remained at the French

frontier and in the coastal area.

On April 10, 1940, about forty small troop detachments were shipped from

the Albert Canal to the interior of the country. This, however, did not imply

a strengthening of the forces at the Belgian southern frontier or at the coast

against the Western powers, but simply meant the intention to keep certain

reserves behind the front lines.

During the next few days part of these forces was shifted again to the

northeastern frontier.
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Resistance was not supposed to be made ,
since irrefutable proof exists

that on the morning of Jan. 14 all Belgian troops stationed on the southwest

border and in the Ardennes area were forbidden to shoot at advancing Eng-

lish and French troops.

Technical preparations for safeguarding the frontier were one-sidedly

directed against Germany.

At the outbreak of the war a dense net of prepared and guarded obstacles

existed at the German frontier, while at the French frontier there were only

a few light obstacles.

Obstacles at the French frontier, as far as could be ascertained, were

removed in October, 1939, and in January, 1940. Blasting charges were

removed also from overhead structures.

Evacuation of military establishments and manufacturing centers impor-

tant for war production and evacuation of the population was prepared only

in areas along the German frontier.

It is significant that the destinations for the evacuated are the towns along

the French frontier.

Since October, 1939, evidence has accumulated that Belgium not only

favored England and France by a one-sided military and political attitude

but also concluded military conventions with both powers.

Belgium reserved, by a declaration of the foreign affairs committee of the

Senate on June 22, 1939, the right for her General Staff to hold consulta-

tions with the General Staffs of other countries.

In a debate in the Chamber on March 7, 1940, the Belgian Minister of

Defense stated with regard to the military guarantees of certain powers

that the guarantee “in order to be effective” must operate immediately.

“In regard to this necessity I can give assurance that no factor has been

neglected that will enable those powers guaranteeing our independence to

fulfill obligations voluntarily assumed by them.”

Use of Roads Provided

This statement clearly shows that consultations had taken place between

the Belgian General Staff and the General Staffs of Western powers, for no

such consultation had taken place with the German General Staff.

It must be observed that consultations of this sort that formed the basis

for the immediate putting into effect of the guarantee obligations assured

by France and England must have been carried on with the approval of

the highest quarters.
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Regulations issued by the Belgian Ministry of Defense in 1937 contained

precise details regarding the use of roads in the event of a Franco-British

advance.

The following observations prove also that measures had been taken

by Belgium in view of the entry of Franco-British troops and that consulta-

tions between the General Staffs of Belgium, France and England had taken

place that were directed unilaterally against Germany.

On November 11, 1939, gendarmes on the French frontier received in-

structions to make the roads clear in the event of the entry of French troops

and to bar all civilian vehicles from those roads.

However, in the neighborhood of the German frontier all road signs were

removed. In the vicinity of the French frontier they either remained or

were replaced.

Similar observations were made on Jan. 13 and 14, 1940.

Railways Kept Ready for Allies

In order to facilitate the transport of French and British troops, railway

material, including numerous locomotives, were kept in readiness at the

French frontier.

Similar facts were observed on Jan. 23 and Jan. 24, 1940, and at the

beginning of April on the Franco-Belgian frontier stretching from Mons to

Maubeuge and from Roubaix to Charleroi.

For the same purpose French automobile columns were assembled on the

French frontier.

During the night from Oct. 13-14, 1939, the administration of Belgian

railways in Brussels sent out a telegram ordering that Belgian trains must

be kept empty and at the disposal of the French and British troops.

The telegram read as follows:

“No objection to utilization of Belgian railway material by French and

British troops!9

According to a report, a French motorized column on Jan. 15 stood ready

with full equipment to march on the French sector of the road from Steen-

voorde to Poperinghe at the spot where the road in question marks the

border line between France and Belgium.

The French commanding officer proceeded to a distance of about 200

meters within Belgian territory with the object of ascertaining whether

advance into Belgium had been ordered, and had conversation on the sub-

ject with the Belgian officer. Since no such orders had been given, the

French officer withdrew to his detachment.
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No attempt was made to intern the French officer.

On Jan. 15, 1940, a French motorized column crossed the Belgian fron-

tier and marched some kilometers into the country in the direction of

Poperinghe. The local Belgian commander authorized the French column

to return without further ado.

French Oflficera at Liege

The Burgomasters (Mayors) in the Ardennes region received instruction

on Dec. 10, 1939, to provide for the accommodation of French troops.

In connection with the reports received from France it has been ascer-

tained that in December
,
1939,

Belgian intelligence troops were attempting

to establish information quarters for the French High Command.

In November and December, 1939, French officers charged with the duty

of preparing the French advance were staying in the environs of Li6ge and

in the Ardennes region with cognizance of Belgian officers.

The French officers in question were camouflaged as soldiers on leave

and had their uniforms with them in their trunks.

The fortified positions near Liige and on the Albert Canal, construction

on which required the service of a great number of men and engineers, were

clearly destined from the very beginning for utilization by the British and

French forces since the extensive nature of those positions was not adapted

to the means at the disposal of the Belgian Army.

In December, 1939, it was observed that the work of fortifying the

district of Dinant as well as the region northwest of Mons was being super-

vised by French engineers.

For this purpose French engineers daily crossed the frontier in French

motor cars and drove to Dinant whence they were brought to their respec-

tive stations in Belgian military cars.

Work carried out in the district of Ervelde in Flanders for digging the

auxiliary canal and for the construction of positions for anti-aircraft bat-

teries, artillery and wide-range guns was directed by British engineers.

On April 4, 1940, a report from Antwerp said that the steamer City of

Simla, 11,000 tons, had arrived from London with a cargo of arms, muni-

tions and tanks for British troops and that the cargo in question had been

discharged.
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DOCUMENT NO. 1

ORDERS ISSUED BY THE COMMANDER OF THE FRENCH
DETACHMENT OPERATING IN LUXEMBURG, MAY 2, 1940

[Translation]

Secret

204th Inf. Rgt.

The Commander of the

Detachment Operating in

Luxemburg.

No. 3264/C

SERVICE INSTRUCTIONS

CHANGE IN THE ORDER FOR WITHDRAWAL

The 2nd Battalion of the 204th Inf. Rgt. will occupy the farm of

AIRSAIN on receipt of the order:

“Enter Luxemburg, move immediately.”

The motorcycle scout section of the 334th Inf. Rgt., which was to have

occupied this farm, will not do so.

A motorcyclist will be sent by the battalion commander in charge of the

detachment to convey the withdrawal order to the Lieutenant commanding

The Motorcycle Scout Section of the 334th Inf. Rgt., who will take the

RODANGE LONGLAVILLE route and place himself at the disposal of

his corps commander.

H.Q. May 2, 1940.

FEUILLATRE, Battalion Commander in

charge of the Detachment operating in

Luxemburg.

Distribution:

Motorcycle Scout Section of the 204th Inf.Rgt.

Motorcycle Scout Section of the 334th Inf.Rgt. c/o Commander.

3
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The Colonel in command of the 334th Inf.Rgt.

Shock troop detachment of the 204th Inf.Rgt. c/o Commander of 11/204.

Shock troop detachment of the 227th Inf.Rgt. c/o Regimental Commander.

Shock troop detachment of the 334th Inf.Rgt. c/o Regimental Commander.

Commander of the 7th Comp, c/o Commander 11/204 Inf.Rgt.

Commander of the 9th Comp, c/o Commander III/204 Inf. Rgt.

Leader of the two motorized sections of C.A.3, c/o Commander 1 11/204 Inf.

Rgt. (2 copies).

File (2 copies).

DOCUMENT NO. 2

REGIMENTAL ORDERS REGARDING OBJECTIVES IN BELGIUM
ISSUED BY THE 4TH FRENCH CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE

CAR REGIMENT, APRIL 2, 1940

[Translation]

H. Q. April 2, 1940.

4th Light Division

14th Light Brigade

4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regiment

OPERATION INSTRUCTION NO. 1

Maps used: scale 1/50.000,° “Michelin”

A. Task Assigned to the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Rgt. The 4th

Light Division Covers the 2nd Army Corps (Left Wing of the 9th

Army).

The 4th C.R.C.Rgt. (less the 3rd Tank Squadron) reinforced by a

section of 25 mm anti-tank guns, one M.G. section of the 14th Motor-

ized Rifle Rgt. and a motorcycle pioneer section under the command of

the Lt. Col. commanding the 4th C.R.C.Rgt., cooperating toward the

south with the scout detachments and the advanced protective detach-

ment of the 1st Cavalry Division, and to the north with the same units
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of the reconnaissance group of the 2nd Army, as well as with the

Cavalry Corps, is ordered

:

1. To take possession of the crossings over the Meuse, between DAVE
and ANHEE inclusive, to occupy protective positions on the SART
—BERNARD—MAILLEN—CRUPET—DORINNE line, and to

send out scouts in the direction of DURBUY and MARCHE.
2. To thrust advanced protective detachments beyond the line men-

tioned, as soon as the advance guards of the 14th Motorized Rifle

Rgt. have arrived, and after completing reconnoitering from

MARCHE toward STRAVELOT.

B. Intentions of the Lt.-Col. Commanding the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance

Car Rgt.

1. To proceed as rapidly as possible to the Meuse, to occupy and hold

its crossings and to take special defensive measures on the BIOUL-
GODINNE—YVOIR line.

2. To reconnoiter as quickly as possible beyond the above-mentioned

line, with principal points of attack in the southern part.

3. To establish advanced protection along the line decided upon, such

protection first of all offering resistance in the southern part of

the section (CRUPET—DORINNE).
4. To repulse small enemy detachments which might have crossed the

Meuse, and in any case to assure possession of the LESVES

—

BIOUL line of observation posts, to keep possession of the fringe

of the woods to the west of the river.

C. Operation Area of the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Division and

Roads of Advance 1
1 and I *, See Maps. Movement Toward the Meuse.

A) The regiment will proceed in two columns using the routes 1
1 and

1
2

,
each column in three sections: reconnaissance, protection, first-

line transport 1.

1. Northern Group. Commander: the Commander of the second

group of squadrons. Route 1
2
.

Reconnaissance Unit 2 (one section of armored reconnais-

sance cars, one section of motorcycle riflemen), two sections of

the 4th Squadron of motorcycle riflemen, one 25 mm anti-tank

gun.

First-line transport 1 of this group.
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2. Southern Group. Commander: the Lt.-Col. and Regimental

Commander. Route I l
.

Reconnaissance Unit 1 under the command of the Squadron

Leader commanding the first group of squadrons (two motor-

cycle sections of the 2nd Squadron—two sections of armored

reconnaissance cars). Regimental staff: one motorized section

of engineers, one section of armored reconnaissance cars, and

one section of motorcycle riflemen (protective reserve under

the command of an officer to be detailed by the Squadron

Leader commanding the first group of squadrons).

2 sections of motorcycle riflemen of the 4th Squadron, 3

25 mm anti-tank guns, 1 M.G. section of the 14th Rifle Rgt.

(motorized) under the command of the Captain commanding

the 4th Motorcycle Squadron.

First-line transport 1 of the group in command of the of-

ficer in charge of execution of service details.

The anti-tank gun section, the M.G. section and the motor-

ized section of engineers are to reach EPPE—SAUVAGE, as

soon as alarm has been given.

B) Section Limits: cross-roads south of EPPE—SAUVAGE—FOUR-
BECHIES—DAUSSOIS—GOMEZEE—BOIS DU PRINCE
GRAUX—BOIS DE NEFFE—BOIS MARLY-RIVIERE, all

these points to the Southern Group.

C) Protection: advance guard columns will be protected by one sec-

tion of armored reconnaissance cars and one section of motor-

cycle riflemen each.

D) Objective No. 1: line GERPINNES—MORIALME—FLOR-
ENNES. Contact to be established by advance guards on the line

MORIALME—FLORENNES.
Objective No. 2: advance guards reach heights or cross-roads to

the east of the Meuse. Main body: the Meuse.

E) Immediately on arriving at the Meuse, the advance guards must

immediately establish contact in a northerly direction with the

reconnaissance group of the 2nd Army and with the fortified

region of NAMUR; in a southerly direction with the 1st Light

Cavalry Division near DINANT.
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F) Demarcation of Sectors: to be carried out by the group comman-

ders by means of motorcyclists.

G) Starting Points: the Belgian frontier for both groups. Starting

times will be stipulated in accordance with alarm orders.

H) Destinations for Northern Group, to be ordered by the Squadron

Leader commanding the respective group. For Southern Group, to

be ordered by an officer to be detailed by the Captain command-

ing the 4th Motorcycle Rifle Squadron.

I) Workshop Train: at end of first-line transport l.
1

K) Anti-Aircraft Defense: by means of automatic arms, each group

provides anti-aircraft defense at the intervals between the march-

ing columns, and at the end of the groups by a motorcycle rifle

group of the 4th Squadron.

L) Anti-Tank Defense: by means of armored reconnaissance cars

and anti-tank guns; for the Southern Group by means of a 25 mm
anti-tank gun at the head of first-line transport 1.

M) Lighting: when marching off at night: one vehicle with dimmed

lights at the head of each section or corresponding unit, all other

vehicles show parking light.

N) Distance between units on the march: 50 meters between vehicles,

100 meters between sections or corresponding units, 400 meters

between groups of two sections or corresponding units.

P) Composition and Movement of Groups and Baggage: see Appen-

dix.

Q) Squadron Commanders will give all detail orders necessary for

the composition of the groups (first echelons of supply and first-

line transport 1) in their quarters, further for the movement of

these units in the region of EPPE—SAUVAGE, as well as for the

alignment of the columns on the respective lines of march, in the

direction of the starting points. The staff commander must deter-

mine rallying points for first-line transport and for the regimental

transport. In any event the road from MOUSTIER—-EPPE to

SAUTIN or RANCE must be cleared of vehicles immediately

after the alarm is given.

1
J ) is omitted in the original document.

Digitized by L.UU
Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



8 ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

DOCUMENT NO. 3

MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING FUEL SUPPLIES
IN BELGIUM FOR THE 4TH FRENCH LIGHT DIVISION

[Translation]

4th Light Division

14th Light Brigade, Motorized

4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car RegL 2nd Squadron

EXTRACT FROM INSTRUCTION NO. 202 S/4 OF THE 4TH
LIGHT CAVALRY DIVISION.

I. Initial allotment of transport means, and preparations for the start:

a) At the disposition of the Corps within the tactical groups:

First-line transport 1: ration lorries

field kitchens

fuel tank wagons

munition lorries to move with the Corps.

b) With the Division:

First-line transport 2 (remainder). Regimental transport col-

lected separately for the different corps. Movement to be decided

by the Division.

c) Sent forward to the repair bases:

Workshops for the motorized units (except Maintenance). Move-

ment to be decided by the Division.

II. Supplies for the troops:

On JI and J2 (time), in the morning:

Rations, replenishment of fuel and ammunition to be provided by

the groups according to orders issued by the groups, and from the

supply of first-line transport 1 on the march with the groups.

Commencing on J2, in the morning:

Remainder of first-line transport 2, distribution commands of first-
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line transports of groups, and, if required, ammunition must, as a

matter of principle, be advanced to the following first points of

destination: 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Rgt. up to cross-roads

1 km east of ARBRE.

III. Allotment of maintenance commencing at J2, in the evening:

During J2, the distribution sections return to the base empty, to-

gether with the Corps vehicles. They will be included in the supply

columns.

First-line transport 2 will be regrouped and remains at the disposal

of the group leaders.

IV. Deployment behind the Meuse:

Base: Regimental transport: CHATELET
Fuel: CHATELET
Ammunition: PESCHE

Corps Workshops:

4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regt: FALISOLLE
First-line transport 2

:

4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Rgt.: region east of ARBRE.

V. Traffic Regulation:

a) Control:

Up to the road connecting CHARLEROI and PHILIPPEVILLE
(R. 19) control by the Army.

Between connecting road R. 15 and the Meuse, by the Division.

After the arrival of the advance guard of the 5th Inf. Div.

(motorized) on the Meuse, by the 2nd Army Corps.

b) Traffic Regulation:

Traffic may proceed day and night until further orders in all the

divisional zones, except the following restrictions: it is prohibited

during the nights of J 1 , J 2, J3, J4; from 8.00 P.M. to 6.00 A.M.

on the days when the motorized units are unloaded; and for

columns of more than ten vehicles unless specific permission is

given by Division H.Q.

All columns must maintain a minimum distance of 100 meters

between vehicles both moving and stationary.
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VI. Fuel:

Organization of fuel supply:

During the day of J 1 : supply from civilian Belgian filling stations

against special vouchers is regulated by the group leaders and by

the independent detachment commanders.

Vouchers 112, stamped “ARMEE FRANCAISE” will be for-

warded to the Corps before moving; they are valid for both the

private Belgian filling stations and the Army filling stations.
1

DOCUMENT NO. 4

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF FRENCH
TROOPS TO BELGIUM BY RAIL

[Translation]

High Command of the Army.
General Headquarters.

General Staff.

4th Bureau.

2nd Division.

No. 7.813—4/F.T.

General H.Q., April 16, 1940.

Instructions

for transportation by rail

according to Plan “Y”

A railway transport plan, in the event of operations on Belgian territory,

has been set up at the request of the armies, for the units allotted to them

which will move automatically according to the events of day Jl.

This plan has been worked out on the understanding that the day Jl

will be fixed by an order given the previous day before midnight, where-

upon the first departures can be made as from 18.00 o’clock on day Jl.

It appears that the system of entrainment prepared on the basis of the

events of a certain day is too rigid. If the decision were taken during the

1 Here follows a list of Belgian civilian filling stations.
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morning of a given day, the rail transports would not start until the fol-

lowing day from 18.00 o’clock on, which in this case would mean a con-

siderable delay in the rail transports.

It has, therefore, been decided that the entrainment plan shall remain un-

changed, provided decision is made between 18 and 24 o’clock the day

previous to day J 1 ;
that, however, if the decision is given before 18.00

o’clock, the whole plan of automatic transport shall be advanced by six

hours, twelve hours or eighteen hours, as the case may be, it being under-

stood that the minimum notice at present provided for the notification of

the troops shall remain unchanged.

The commanders of the units whose transportation by rail is effected

automatically in the event of operations in BELGIUM are, therefore, re-

quested to maintain close contact with the offices of the Rail Transport

Officer which have arranged for their transportation. 1

These authorities will specifically advise each unit at the proper time

whether the original plan is to be advanced and by how many hours, or

whether it shall operate as provided for.

For the General in Supreme Command of the Army.

For the Major-General:

(signed) HANOTEAU,
Major-General, attached.

Distribution:

7th Army

Secret

Staff Headquarters, April 18, 1940.

7th Army
General Staff.

4th Bureau.

No. 9280—S 1/4.

COPY TRANSMITTED

1. To 21st Inf.-Div.

for execution as far as contacting the Field Railway Office is concerned

which has made preparations for transportation from there.

1 See facsimile, p. A8, for footnote.
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2. For information to:

The instructions for putting into effect the plan contained in Table V
of instruction No. 7.996 Sl/4 of April 7, 1940, will be communicated to

the large units, to the commands, as well as to the authorities mentioned

under 2. by the Army Commander (General Staff, 4th Bureau).

The General in Command of the 7th Army.

By Order

(signed)

Colonel and Chief of General Staff.

R. Z. Hazebrouck. A 1

April 13, 1940.

DOCUMENT NO. 5

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE STUDY OF MARCH ROUTES
INTO BELGIUM

[Translation]

INSTRUCTION NO. IV

ROUTES

I. MARCH ROUTES (2 sketches attached)

Should the Light Motorized Division halt on the CHARLEROI
Canal or on the contrary proceed without break to the transverse

line WAVRE—GEMBLOUX, the routes allotted to the various

groups on the move remain the same as far as the Belgian frontier.

Across the Belgian frontier the plan of march will change according

to the situation offered.

II. STARTING POINT AND TIME OF CROSSING THE FRON-
TIER
The units forming part of the various groups will commence their

march from the starting point at the time stated below. 2

1 Charts follow. See facsimiles, pp. A9 and A 10.

2 Here follows a table. See facsimile, p. All.
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DOCUMENT SIX 13

III. RECONNAISSANCE AND STUDY OF ROUTES
The reconnaissance of routes Ii

—

h—Is as far as the frontier, must

have been previously carried out by all Captains and Section Leaders.

N.C.O.s for direction finding, workshop staff, baggage-train group

leaders, etc., in short, all the officers responsible for the direction of

the smallest formations or by N.C.O.s who have to proceed alone

(workshop, staff, direction-finders, detail).

The study of march routes beyond the frontier will have to be

made by map. The sketches of routes hereby attached, which have

been distributed down to sections of squadrons, are to be reproduced

in the form of tracings by the subordinate units mentioned in the

above paragraph. This work must be completed by February 8th.

DOCUMENT NO. 6

EXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF FRENCH LIEUTENANT
DOLLFUSS

[Translation]

11th November 9.30 Fight in a clearing.

(illegible)—sleep.

11.00 Return. The Colonel informs me of my
promotion to N.C.O.

17th December 9.00 Leave for Vressincourt.

Duty in Verdun.

21st December End of duty.

15th January 40 2.30 Alarm.

16th January Reconnaissance of the positions in Bel-

gium.

17th January Leave for Pure.

11th February Proceed on leave.
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DOCUMENT NO. 7

STATEMENT OF A LUXEMBURG SUBJECT ON THE PRESENCE
OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE MAY 10, 1940

[Translation]

Report of proceedings

taken down before Dr. Richter, General Consul in the presence of Captain

Ruppert and the specially appointed officer v. Gareis, Army Command 12.

Statement taken from Mr. Josef Grandjenet.

Personal details

My name is Josef Grandjenet, born in Harlange, Luxemburg, on Decem-

ber 28, 1866 (correctly, December 27,66), a merchant by calling. I am no

longer in business and have lived for the past six months in Bertrix, 98 rue

Burhaimont. I own a house in Libramont, rue Faubourg, and my permanent

residence is there. For the present I am remaining here in Bertrix. I am a

subject of Luxemburg, Catholic, widower. I can verify my statements by

showing my identity card issued by the Commune Aubange.

Statement

I voluntarily declare on oath as follows:

About 7 days before the outbreak of the German-Belgian hostilities, that

is to say, if I am not mistaken, Sunday May the 4th, or possibly the day

before, about 200 French soldiers in uniform drove through Bertrix in the

afternoon in armored cars coming from the south, and drove off in the

direction of Libramont. I definitely recognized that they were French

soldiers because I know the uniform exactly. Apart from that I recognized

the soldiers by their language when they conversed with me.

Bertrix, May 15, 1940.

concluded

:

(signed) Grandjenet J.

Richter, General Consul

Ruppert,

v. Gareis
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DOCUMENT NO. 8

STATEMENT OF A FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR ON THE
PRESENCE OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE

MAY 10, 1940

[Translation]

Report of Wireless Operator Walter Dick.

0. U. May 16, 1940.

Re Statement of a French prisoner of war.

On May 12, 1940, I traveled with a motorcycle dispatch rider from

Bertrix to Bastogne. At Recogne a destroyed railway bridge stopped us.

Five French prisoners of war belonging to a tank unit were standing at the

bridge. One of these prisoners addressed me in German and told me that

for a whole day they had been encamped in a house to the left of the bridge

and that no one had worried about them. In the course of the conversation

and in reply to my question, how long they had been in Belgium, he

answered: “Since the 15th of last month.” Two infantry and anti-aircraft

Lieutenants were witnesses to this conversation from time to time. I can-

not say definitely that both officers took full notice of the remarks of this

French prisoner of war. Besides August Picker, the motorcycle dispatch

rider, one other German soldier was present, who expressed his astonish-

ment at the statement made.

I am prepared to confirm the above statement on oath.

(signed) Walter Dick,

Wireless Operator.

August Picker, the motorcycle dispatch rider, Unit 18330, declared:

I have heard the statement made by the French prisoner of war and am
also prepared to confirm same on oath.

(signed) August Picker,

Senior Wireless Operator.
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DOCUMENT NO. 9

MEMORANDUM BY THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE 9TH
FRENCH ARMY ON THE INTENDED MOVEMENT OF BELGIAN

TROOPS EAST OF THE MEUSE, MARCH 28, 1940

[Translation]

Secret

CE/BA
9th Army.

General Staff

2 Office

This draft must not leave

the Offices of the General

Staff of the 9th Army.

No. 1748/2 Headquarters, March 28, 1940.

Memorandum Covering the Intended Belgian Movements

East of the Meuse

The intended Belgian movements east of the Meuse (Note No. 634/2

S. of March 19) give rise to the following remarks:

I—Retardative movement

1) Withdrawal of the Chasseurs Ardennais

—3rd and 2nd Chasseurs: Mobility possible on condition that the

work of demolition in the sector of the 3rd Chasseurs Ardennais

is carried out completely.

—1st Chasseurs: Withdrawal to NEUFCHATEAU and LIBRA-
MONT possible, where in fact preparations for receiving them

have been made. Further withdrawal to HUY (70 km as the

crow flies, at right angles to the enemy march-route and in the

normal direction of the withdrawal of the civilian population)

appears to be more than problematical.

It is probable that the retiring units of the 1st Chasseurs

would be compelled to retire in the direction of SEMOY.
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2) With drawal of the detached units of the 2nd Lancers from the

direction of FLORENVILLE

—Same remarks as above.

3) Defense of the “Bridgehead of HUY.” The 1st Cav. Div. (rein-

inforced by 2 battalions of Chasseurs Ardennais) has to defend a

front of 30—40 km in length

These defense operations can be based on:

—In the east, the OURTHE valley.

—In the center, an anti-tank trench.

—In the west, the HOYOUX valley.

Considering the extension of the front, the defense operations should not

be prolonged more than 24 hours provided that the chain of the old LIEGE
forts has not been previously pierced.

4) Command of Group K

Situated at St. HUBERT in a very advanced position, this group

will have to withdraw 60 km at right angles to the enemy, in order

to reach the MEUSE.
The group will be constantly in motion and not in a position to

issue orders.

II—Supporting units on the river Meuse

1) Fortified position at LIEGE

Numerical units weak: 2 infantry divisions, reinforced by light

units along a front of approximately 40 km.

Notwithstanding the support offered by the fortifications, this

arrangement does not make allowance for the formation of reserves.

2) Sector of the 1st Division of the Chasseurs Ardennais

Normal sector of 8 km with the use of the MEUSE Valley, but

the Division runs the risk of not being able to be regrouped. In any

case, one cannot count on serious resistance of units, who have car-

ried through an extensive and difficult retardative action despite

the cover and despite the support which they may have obtained

from the OURTHE and from the deployed 1. Light Cavalry Divi-

sion at the “Bridgehead of HUY.”
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3) Sector of the 1st Light Cavalry Division

The 1st L.C.D. is to hold a front of 7 km, with a force not

exceeding four regiments.

The extent of this front does not appear excessive in view of the

importance of the obstacle. But it seems hardly probably that this

division can become reengaged on the MEUSE after having held

the “Bridgehead of HUY” for any length of time.

Its use as part of the reserve unit would have been advisable.

4) Sector of the 2nd Div. of the Chasseurs Ardennais

This division, which from the first is to operate in the MEUSE
valley will be capable of offering serious resistance along its front

of 5 km.

5) Fortified position of NAMUR
This position appears to be better defended than that of LIEGE:

1 Division supported by the fortifications on an effective front

of approximately 15 km on the right bank of the MEUSE.

6) Meuse, south of NAMUR
—Undefended.

DEDUCTION

If we disregard the undefended sections up-stream from NAMUR, it

would appear that the weak point of the Belgian MEUSE defenses is the

sector lying between the HUY and the fortified position of LIEGE, because

the troops charged with the defense of this sector would be exhausted, and

would go into action at the last moment.

It furthermore appears that no reserves of any serious account seem

to have been provided in the rear of the rallying position of LIEGE

—

NAMUR.
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DOCUMENT NO. 10

ORDERS CONCERNING INFORMATION ABOUT FRIENDLY
TROOPS AND ERECTION OF A FORTIFIED POSITION, ISSUED
BY THE 2ND BELGIAN GRENADIER REGIMENT, APRIL 13, 1940

[Translation]

2nd Grenadier Regiment

In the Field, April 13, 1940.

Regimental Staff

Secret

No. 2463/567

The Commander of the 2nd Grenadiers to:

the Battalion Commanders (S copies)

the Commander of the Staff Company
the Regimental Surgeon

the Wireless Officer

the Intelligence Officer

the Commander of the Reconnaissance

Section

ORDER FOR CONSOLIDATING AND DEFENDING THE
POSITION HAL—CASTRE—PAMEL

(Supplementary to my order No. 2453/565 of April 12, 1940)

I. Information concerning friendly troops

—

Friendly forces will occupy a general front in the direction of

TOURNAI—ANTOING—CANAL FROM MONS TO CONDE

—

ST-GHISLAIN—BINCHE.

II. Task of the 7th Inf. Div.

In conjunction with the VI. A.C., the 7th Infantry Division, which

at the left joins with 2nd Infantry Division, has orders to prepare for

the occupation of the NIOVE—CASTRE—HAL position.
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20 ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

Note: 1. Cyclist units of the 7th Inf. Div. have reconnoitered the

crossings over the river DENDRE between OKEGEM
(excluded) and ALOST (included).

2. Occupation of the dug-outs and the placing of anti-tank

guns 47 has been completed since April 11.

III. Frontiers

Of S—Sector: see sketch accompanying Order No. 2453/565.

Between battalions: the same.

IV. Structure 1
. .

.

V. Directions for carrying out work

a) Work in the field will be carried out in the following order of

urgency:

1) —Preparing a field of fire; camouflage;

2) —Obstacles;

3) —Erection of protected positions for riflemen.

As far as possible, use must be made of all facilities already

available.

b) Contingent improvements to the already existing position.

It has been established that in consequence of the construction of

tank-traps after the establishment of the position, certain points

on its fringe no longer coincide with the conditions bearing on

firing distances (200—300m) and flanking.

Furthermore a few of the trenches dug in low-line areas have

become flooded and useless. Therefore, it is necessary, before this

work is undertaken, that an investigation be held for the purpose

of ascertaining these details and correcting the contours of the

line which no longer conforms to present requirements.

c) The work.

1. Clearing the field of fire.

Preparations for an uninterrupted and clear field of fire

capable of giving utmost efficiency, must be strictly limited

to absolutely necessary work. Camouflage must not be over-

looked.

It should not be overlooked that national camouflage is the

better. Special attention should, therefore, be given to this

work in wooded areas.

1 See facsimile p. A16.
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2. Wire-entanglements.

A wire-network 4.30 m wide, must be put in place; any

existing net work must be made use of or supplemented.

Isolated dug-outs, or such projecting from the position must

be enclosed by a 4.30 m wire-entanglement.

3. Protected infantry positions.

All available infantry positions, if suitable, must be im-

proved. Breast-works must be erected at first, and on their

completion, trenches must be built.

Trench walls must be lined in the first place with the fol-

lowing materials:

—Cut turf

—Revetments from material found on the spot

—Wire netting

On erecting the parados and covering same attention must

be paid to sufficient slope, which however should not exceed

8:1 with revetments, 6:1 with turfs.

4. Light Dug-outs.

Light trenches are at present not being reinforced except

that those already built can be used. But during the course

of field work sufficient space must be reserved.

5. Listening and observation posts.

Certain parts of the tank-obstructions are placed near

houses or other places of cover which give easy access;

on the other hand, there are certain points of importance

the occupying of which, if not during day time, are at least

esential to guard by night. Near such points outlying posts

(listening or observation posts) may be built, places for which

should be prepared; special instructions will immediately

settle this question,

d) Execution of work.

Work will commence on the morning of April 13. Due to their

late arrival, the 2nd Grenadiers will only execute the work already

planned and prepared in the course of the 12th. Until further

orders work will be carried out daily including Sundays. Sec-

tional leaders will be held responsible that all ranks are given the

opportunity of attending Divine Service.

Report of work done must be submitted to me at 14 hours by

April 15th (enclosed form to be used).
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e) Supplies

—See Order No. 2456/566 re maintenance and withdrawal as

from April 12, 1940.

VI. Security.

(a) On alarm being given, regimental reconnaissance units will post

guards at the following places:

—The 2nd Grenadiers towards STEENHAULT (milestone 9

road from NINOVE to ENGHIEN); guarding the district of

ENGHIEN.
—The 2nd Mounted: toward HAUTE-CROIX; guarding the

district of ENGHIEN.
(b) In order to make themselves acquainted with the battle area,

the reconnaissance party of the 2nd Grenadiers will daily send

patrols to the neighborhood of the aforementioned posts and

will explore the possibility of withdrawal.

Commander of the 2nd Grenadiers

(sgd) HERBIET
Colonel on General Staff

DOCUMENT NO. 11

ORDER CONCERNING PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES IN BEL-

GIUM ISSUED BY THE 2ND BRITISH DIVISION, APRIL 19, 1940

Secret

2 Div 202/1/G/l

19 Apr 40.

4 Inf Bde (1)

5 Inf Bde (1)

6 Inf Bde (1)

4/7 D.G. (1)

R.A. (1)

RE. (1)

R.A.S.C. (1)

Pro (1)

F.S.P. (1)

F.L.O. (1) A/Q (letter only).
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1. Contact with Belgian civil authorities.

(a) The first contact in any Belgian village should be with the Burgo-

master, the second with the local Brigade de Gendarmerie the

headquarters of which will be found in the chef-lieu of the canton.

The Gendarmerie, as in France, are in possession of information

on all inhabitants of the canton concerned.

Their duties and organization correspond with those of the

French Gendarmerie; they are responsible for all matters regarding

the recruitment of personnel into the Army, and for all questions

of mobilization affecting the civil population. In co-operation with

the civil police, represented in country districts by the Gardes

Champetres, under the Burgomaster, they are also responsible for

the maintenance of law and order.

(b) At the earliest opportunity, arrangements will be made for repre-

sentatives of the Surete Publique (the central Polico Intelligence

Office) to be attached to G.H.Q. and Corps N.Q. The officials to

be attached will be members of the State Police (Police Generale

de l’Etat) who deal with internal security, subversive propaganda,

and surveillance of foreigners entering the country.

(c) Further details of Belgian Police and Gendarmerie organization are

given in Chapter XV of “Notes on the Belgian Army 1937”.

2. Pigeon Lofts.

The doors of all pigeon lofts will be opened and kept open. Pigeon

racing is a national sport in Belgium and F.S.P. will ensure that this

instruction is carried out over as wide an area as possible, irrespective

of whether the Belgian authorities have issued an order to the same

effect or not.

3. Belgian Identification papers.

Specimens of Belgian identity cards are enclosed (distribution as

above). The cards enclosed are only approximate reproductions of the

originals both as to colour and print. At the earliest opportunity after

crossing the frontier, information should be obtained from Belgian

sources on the following points:

(a) That other permits, if any, are in current use.

(b) The scope of the specimens enclosed.
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4. Suspect cars and persons.

(a) A list of suspect cars giving the owner’s name and the number of the

car is given in Appx A.

(b) A list of persons whom the authorities should be requested to place

under arrest is given in Appx B.

Lt. Col.

G.S., 2 Div.

DOCUMENT NO. 12

ROUGH MAP OF MILITARY ROADS FOR THE FRENCH 1ST

LIGHT DIVISION IN BELGIUM

[See facsimile in last section of this book, p. A20.]

DOCUMENT NO. 13

ORDERS CONCERNING LIAISON WITH BELGIAN AND BRITISH
ARMY COMMANDS, ISSUED BY THE 1ST FRENCH MOTORIZED

LIGHT DIVISION, DECEMBER 18, 1939

1st Motorized Light Division

General Staff 3 0 Office

No. 407 3 S.

[Translation]

Secret

Staff Headquarters, Dec. 18, 1939

Special Orders for General Operation Order No. 17a

I. Liaison with Army Commands
1. Advance up to the Canal.

a) In the vanguard with Belgian troops

By means of Reconnaissance Section with the General Staff

of the fighting force in the fighting sector of the 1st M. L. Div.

By means of the Commander of the 2. Section of the General

Command with the Belgian General Staff in BRUSSELS;
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from SOIGNIES (Town Hall) accompanied by a patrol of the

6th Cuirassiers. (1 unit Armored Reconnaissance Cars, 1 unit

Motorized Infantry). Transmission of reports to advanced

Divisional Command (at Headquarters of the Reconnaissance

Commander), by means of dispatch rider, wireless, or if pos-

sible telephone.

b) On the flanks. With the 2nd. M.L.Div. through the Liaison

Officer of the 1st L.Div., Lt. HUET, at Headquarters of the

2nd M.L.Div.

With the British Forces (2nd British Division or Hotblack

4/ 7th Dragoons) . . ,
l

If necessary, with the Belgian Forces operating in the south

or western part of BRUSSELS, by flank guard.

In the rear with the General Command: Liaison Officer of

the General Command . .

.

c) Internal Liaison

2. At the Canal .

.

II. Tactical Laiason

Assure all echelons from right to left.

1. Advance up to the Canal.

a) Canal reconnaissance in conjunction with the British; between

reconnaissance section and patrols on roads lx and Is accord-

ing to the judgment of the Commander of the 6th Cuirassiers.

b) 1st Squadron between the marching columns in the MONS-
BINCHE connecting sector.

Between the marching columns and the flank guard according

to decision of the Colonel commanding March Column North.

c) Flank guard with the British and if necessary with the Bel-

gians as well (see above §1) ...

2. At the Canal

a) Long distance reconnaissance and protection . .

.

b) 1st Squadron with the 2nd M.L.Div. by means of miscella-

neous posts . .

.

With the British troops in the region north of TUBIZE by

means of a liaison detachment of the northern protective flank

positions . .

.

1 Suspension dots indicate omission. See facsimile, pp. A21 ff.
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If necessary, with the Belgian troops in the same sector and

under the same conditions if they maintain their positions on

the Canal.

3. East of the Canal . .

.

III. Report to Divisional Headquarters

1. Advance up to the Canal

—By the Reconnaissance Detachment:

On crossing the Canal

On establishing connection with the Belgian troops.

If coming in contact with the enemy.

—By the 1st Squadron:

On arrival of the head of the column at the MONS-BINCHE road

On arrival at the Canal

And in the event of contact with the enemy.

—By the northern flank guard:

On establishing contact with the nearest troops

Or with the enemy.

—By the 2nd Squadron:

On arrival of the head of the column at the MONS-BINCHE road

and on arrival at the Canal position

2. At the canal and eastwards . .

.

IV. Fighting strength table . . .

l

General Picard

Acting Commander of the

1. Motorized Light Division

Signed: PICARD

DOCUMENT NO. 14

MAP OF MILITARY ROADS IN BELGIUM TO BE USED BY THE
BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, APRIL, 1940

[See facsimile in last section of this book, p. A24.]

1 See facsimile, p. A 23 and p. A24
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DOCUMENT NO. 15

FRENCH ORDER CONCERNING LIAISON WITH BRITISH AND
BELGIAN COMMANDS

4th Motorized Rifle Regt.

No. 37/OP—

[Translation]

Secret

SPECIAL ORDER FOR LIAISON

(Extracts)

(Attached to General Operation Order No. 23)

I. HEADQUARTERS

Authority Desig-
nation

End of 1st Phase Approx-
imate

Date

Line of March

1 2 4 5 6

A. Superior or Parallel Authorities

1st Light

Motorized
Division

HQ. Carquois Fruges

Advanced
H.Q.

H.Q. in

rear

Zephirin-

Marccl
Zephirin-

Raoul

II

M

3rd Brit.

Div.

Fene • Lesquin

15/19

Hussars
Caraprin

Hyp. Dyle
Tielem (10 km)
south of Turnhout)
or Duffel 8 km north

of M alines

Hyp. Breda
Oostmalle (IS km
west of Turnhout)

with the reconnaissance

with the base

not fixed

not fixed

about
H + 12

H

H

+

+

10

12

H + 14

H + 8b.

30

l4

l
4

'Lannoy—Roubaix
Wattreloss
Espierres—Aude-

narde
Alost

Droehout
Vilvorde—Perck
Louvain

(

Scclin

Roubaix—Wattre-
loos—Espierres

—Audenarde

—

Alost—Droehout
—Vilvorde

—

Perck—LouvaiD
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B. Subordinate Authorities

1st section Etienne L'Abeele Hyp. Dyle
Group.
Col. Cau-

Francois Kasterlee or Heerzel H + 12 l
4

sans Hyp. Breda H + 13

Oud-Turnhout

II. COMMAND LIAISON

a) Advance with the Belgian and Dutch Forces

H. Q. Location Personnel Means of Liaison Provided by

Belgian Haacht 1
1 Officer of the 2nd 2 motorcyclists, one of 4th Mot. Rif. Rcgt. Lt.

G.H.Q. Turnhout Lt. Mot. Div. which with sidecar dc Lafforest (13th
Squadron)

Belgian

Div.

1 Officer of the 2nd
Lt. Mot. Div.

1 transmitter 27, 2 side-

cars with drivers

transmission 4th Mot.
Rif. Rcgt. 2nd Lt.

Mellet (8th Squadron)

1 On the Dyle between Malines and Aarschot.

These officers will proceed with the reconnaissance detachments on the

routes passing nearest to the places mentioned. They will receive special

instructions from H.Q. of this 4th Mot. Rif. Regt . .
.*

LIAISON PROVIDED BY THE 3RD BRIT. INF. DIV.

Sections Personnel
Means of

Liaison
Remarks

Between H.Q. of 15/ 19th Hussars 1 officer (1) 1 car (1) if required

and the Commander of Group 1 interpreter

No. 2 2 contact-men 2 motorcycles

III. TACTICAL LIAISON
Provided for all sections from left to right 1st section—between the

groups and sub-groups on arrival at the transverse lines:

TERNEUZEN—GHENT—
AUDENARDE
ANTWERP—HEMIKSEM
—BOOM—MALINES
TILBURG—TURNHOUT

One officer of the 7th squadron and

if required one section of motor-

cycles.

.One section armored reconnaissance

cars for reconnaissance of:

LANDIN—VVALSCH—
LESEINDE—

1 Suspension dots indicate omission. See facsimile, pp. A26 ff.
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With the 3rd Brit. Inf. Div.

29

By Group No. 2

—Between GAVERE & I

ASPER
\

—North of VILVORDE
—At ARRSCHOTT 1

To be provided by the Commander
of the 3rd Bat.

1 officer and if required 1 platoon

rifleman.

—

IV. REPORTS TO THE H.Q. LT. MOT. DIV.

Air observation: see special order for anti-aircraft action.

1st section: On arrival of heads of columns at the following tranverse

lines:

TERNEUZEN—GHENT—

'

AUDENARDE
ANTWERP—MALINES
PUTTE—MERKSEN—
ALBERT Canal I

ROSENDAEL—OOST I

MALLE-HERENTHALS
TILBURG—TURNHOUT

|

—MOL

To be provided by the staff of the

4th Mot. Rif. Regt.

—

V. OPERATION OF TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS:
a) Transmission by wire:

During the course of the advance use will be made of the Belgian

telephone system and if necessary of the Dutch. At the end of the

advance the existing organization will be seized, only allowing

the minimum for local requirements (to be arranged with the

local administration)

• • •

b) Transmission by radio:

It is absolutely forbidden to employ radio at the starting points.

Permission for the use of transmitters:

1. Immediately on departure for the aircraft observation and in

the event of meeting the enemy.

2. From the transverse line: TERNEUZEN—GHENT

—

AUDENARDE, onwards, for general use.

c) . .

.

VI. ...

1 Misspelled in facsimile.
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DOCUMENT NO. 16

OPERATION ORDERS CONCERNING THE OCCUPATION OF THE
ISLANDS IN THE DUTCH PROVINCE OF ZEELAND, ISSUED BY
THE COMMANDER OF A SPECIAL FRENCH DETACHMENT

[Translation]

OPERATION ORDER NO. 1

I. Disposal of group

—

3 sub-groups:

D’ASTAFORT, D’ARODES, VONDERHEYDEN,
1 reserve-group directly under command of the Commander Michel

de TOUCHET.
1 battery of 25 mm anti-aircraft guns, directly under the leader

of the group.

II. Orders to the Group

—

WALCHEREN and SOUTH BEVERLAND to be occupied before

arrival of the enemy.

If necessary to dislodge him and to hold the place under all circum-

stances until the arrival of infantry.

Main Object:

The island of WALCHEREN; with the following important points:

FLUSHING, docks and aerodrome,

Seaplane base at VEERE,
Villages WESTKAPELLE, DOMBURG, VROUWEPOLDER and

ARNEMUIDEN.

Protection from the east:

Canal SOUTH BEVERLAND,
Straits and aerodrome of WOENSDRECHT.

III. Plans of the Commander of the Group

—

To get in touch with the enemy as soon as possible by marching on

without delay and without considering the flank connection up to

the South bank of the SCHELDT Canal. (Reaching the canal at

the most in 4 hours after crossing the Belgian frontier.)
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1

At the same time using all means for crossing (ferries, boats and

the Isthmus of WOENSDRECHT).
Positioning the main body of the troops (7 squadrons) on WAL-
CHEREN. With the remainder (2 squadrons) plus groups of

machine-guns and accompanying arms) under all circumstances to

hold the Canal of SOUTH BEVERLAND. Covering troops have

orders to prevent armored cars from making use of the Isthmus of

WOENSDRECHT and to prevent, if possible, the use of the aero-

drome.

Under no circumstances should troops be split up.

For each sub-group:

a) Guarding of the shore.

b) Mobile detachments to be in readiness against landings and

parachute troops.

c) Hold ferries and ration dumps: BRESKENS—TERNEUZEN
WALSOORDEN.

IV. Execution

—

1. Sub-Group D’ASTAFORT (West):

Order: Crossing of the SCHELDT Canal near BRESKENS. Docks

and aerodromes of FLUSHING to be occupied and consolidated.

Reconnaissance over WESTKAPELLE and DOMBURG...
Additional Commands:

1st Motorcycle Rifle Squadron (Squadron de PEYERIMHOFF
of the 2 nd Corps Reconn. Detachment under the command of Col.

d’ASTAFORT at the northern exit of FURNES (NIEUPORT
Road )

.

2. Sub-Group D’ARODES (Centre):

Orders: Crossing of the estuary of the SCHELDT at TER
NEUZEN.
Disembarking at BORSELLEN (if necessary at FLUSHING).

Advance across the Isthmus of ARNEMUIDEN.
Occupy VEERE (seaplane base)—ARNEMUIDEN—reconnais-

sance over VROUWEPOLDER.
Retain connection with Sub-Group D’ASTAFORT at MIDDLE-

BURG.
Additional Commands: None.
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3. Sub-group VONDERHEYDEN (East):

Orders: Crossing of the SCHELDT Canal at WAALSOORDEN.
Disembarking at HANSVEHRT.
The SOUTH BEVERLAND Canal to be held at all costs.

Push arms across the WOENSDRECHT Isthmus in order to

support the covering troops crossing ANTWERP.
On the arrival of these troops utilize them in order to prevent

armored cars from crossing the Isthmus and as far as possible,

to prevent the enemy from using the aerodromes at WOENS-
DRECHT.

Additional Commands:

1 Motorcycle Rifle Squadron (Squadron PICARD of the 2nd

Corps Reconnaissance Detachment).

1 Group 25 mm anti-tank guns (Group CHARVERIAT of the

2nd Corps Reconnaissance Detachment).

1 M.G. Section (mot.) (Group CARON of the 2nd Corps Recon-

naissance Detachment).

All units under the orders of VONDERHEYDEN at the southern

exit of DIXMUDE at the BOEZING road.

In addition, Commandant VONDERHEYDEN, together with

Commandant LEMOINE is to regulate the march of the covering

troops as far as ST. NIKLAS and on their arrival at WOENS-
DRECHT, to be responsible for their disposal.

4. Reserves:

a) At the disposal of Commandant Michel de TOUCHET:
1 Squadron of Motorcycle Riflemen (Squadron JOUSLIN).
1 Section 25 mm anti-tank guns (Group MONTIGNY).
1 M. G. Section (Sect. LELEU).

b) 1 battery of anti-aircraft guns (25 mm).
Reserves will follow via road No. 2 as far as IJZENDIJKE,
where they will receive fresh orders.

V. Roads of Advance:

Road No. i: Sub-section d’ASTAFORT:
FURNES — OSTEND — BRUGES NORTH — OOSTBURG —
BRESKENS.

Road No. 2: Sub-section d’ARODES:
LOO—DIXMUDE NORTH—TORHOUT—BRUGES SOUTH—
EKLOO—IJZENDIJKE—PHILIPPINE—TOR NEUZEN.
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Road No. 3 : Sub-section VONDERHEYDEN

:

POPERINGHE—BOEZINGE—EESEN (excluding DIXMUDE)
— LICHTEERVELDE — TIELT— DEINZE— GHENT — ST.

NIKLAAS—KEMZEKE—HULST—WALSOORDEN.
Covering troops will use road No. 3 as far as ST. NIKLAAS, they

will then branch off in order to pass the SCHELDT Tunnel in

ANTWERP.
They will rejoin via the WOENDSRECHT Isthmus.

VI. Marching-off position:

The Belgian frontier, Zero at H o’clock (will be notified later).

VII. Connections:

In the event of alarm, one officer per Sub-Group, also one officer

from the covering troops, will proceed by a motorized signal-service

vehicle to HONDSCHOOTE.

VIII. Intercommunication: see Special Orders.

Command of LESTOQUOI Group.

—Beginning: HONDSCHOOTE.
—En-route: BRESKENS.
—End: FLUSHING (Docks).

Roads of Advance:

Road No. 2, as far as IJZENDIJKE, then SCHOONDIJKE—
BRESKENS.

IX. Anti-Aircraft:

The anti-aircraft battery commander himself will march with

Colonel LESTOQUOI whom he will meet at HONDSCHOOTE.
He will hold himself in readiness to place a battery in position

when crossing the BRESKENS Canal.

Later tactical employment: defense of FLUSHING harbor.

X. Naval Aircraft:

Defend crossing of canal and the disembarkation according to

direct orders of the G.O.C.

XI. Ration Dumps and Maintenance:

First place of assembly for various units (workshops, tank-

wagons, regimental transport): general line: SLUIS—EKLOO

—

GHENT (southern exit).

XII. Medical Service:

Wounded to be evacuated via DUNKERQUE.
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XIII. Miscellaneous:

2 companies of infantry must be landed in the ordinary course

of events at FLUSHING (by naval and air forces) before the arrival

of the LESTOQUOI Group.

Should they not arrive this should not influence the LESTOQUOI
Group’s task. Dutch and Belgian units (latter from ANTWERP)
will work in unison with the LESTOQUOI Group: Avoid mistakes.

The relations with civilians must be friendly but firm.

On their arrival the Sub-Group leaders will summon a representa-

tive from the local burgomasters and retain him. All requests in

connection with care of troops will be made to him. Generally,

payments will be made in cash in Dutch currency.

If necessary, requisition orders.

Beware of spies.

Lt.-Col. LESTOQUOI
Group Commander
(signed) LESTOQUOI.

DOCUMENT NO. 17

ORDER COVERING THE ADVANCE ON THE DUTCH TOWN OF
BRESKENS, ISSUED BY A SUB-COMMANDER OF THE SPECIAL

FRENCH DETACHMENT, NOVEMBER 15, 1939

Sub-Group D’Astafort

[Translation]

Command Bray-Dunes, 15.11.39.

Operation Order 1

General Situation

'

Order
f

see Operation Order No. 1 of Group.

etc. .

.

II. Intentions of Lieutenant-Colonel d’Astafort, Commander of the

Western Group.

1) To throw out a strong vanguard when crossing the frontier,

the task of which would be to reach BRESKENS with all possible
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speed and immediately to embark and cross the mouth of the

SCHELDT under the protection of the air force and thus be in a

position to occupy the aerodrome of FLUSHING.
2) To have the divisional reconnaissance detachment follow up

in a sufficiently deep formation and to have it embark as soon as

the vanguard has achieved a successful crossing.

3) To occupy the aerodrome of FLUSHING as soon as the first

detachments have disembarked. To send out reconnaissance detach-

ments toward DOMBURG, WESTKAFFELLE in the same meas-

ure as further troops arrive after their disembarkation and to take

up liaison at MIDDELBOURG with the detachment from ARNE-
MUIDEN.

4) To ensure the protection of the south bank at BRESKENS.

III. Formation

a) Vanguard 2nd Squadron

(mech.)

1 Machine-Gun section

1 Group 25 mm anti-tank

Attached to 2nd Squadron:

Comm: Capt. des VILLETTES

1 Supply lorry . .

.

1 Ammunition lorry . .

.

1 Petrol lorry . .

.

1 Workshop lorry . .

.

b) Main Body:

1st Squadron (mech.)

1 Machine-Gun section Comm: Capt. MANGOU
1 Group 25 mm anti-tank

The same vehicles to be attached to the 1st Squadron as to

the 2nd Squadron, and also the machine-gun and accompany-

ing arms groups.

The machine-gun and accompanying arms groups will have the

same vehicles attached to them; they will march at the rear of

the main body of the divisional reconnaissance detachment ex-

cepting, however, the ammunition vehicles which latter may be

positioned in the interval between the vanguard and the main

body.

The Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment to be

positioned at the rear of the main body at the northern exit of

FURNES. .

.
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c) The Lieutenant-Colonel and the Staff Sections will march be-

tween the vanguard and the main body.

d) Intervals

Between vanguard and main body: 20 km 1

Between main body (Div.-Rec.-Detachm.) and the Squadron of

the Corps—Reconnaissance Detachm.: 5 km.

e) Formation at the end of the march:

Vanguard in BRESKENS, where it will commence to embark.

r Units of the Div.Rec.-Detachm.: KRUISDIJK 2

Main Body J Squadron of the Corps-Reconn.-Detachm.: in

[
SCHOONDIJKE.

IV. Advance Route:

FURNES—NIEUPORT—OSTEND—BRUGES Nord—OOST-
BURG—BRESKENS.

V. Starting point:

Franco-Belgian frontier, on the road to Furnes

Starting time:

Vanguard: H o’clock

Main Body: H o’clock -f 45 min.

Baggage: H o’clock -f 1 hour 15 min.

VI. Embarkation:

By ferry. Vanguard to embark immediately after arrival at

BRESKENS. As soon as the vanguard has reached FLUSHING,
the main body, which will in the meantime have reached BRES-
KENS, will itself embark.

Protective measures for embarkation:

By M.G. sections of vanguard and of main body as well as by

one section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detach-

ment which after its arrival in SCHOONDIJKE is immediately

thrown forward toward BRESKENS.
Once the entire Divisional Reconnaissance Detachment has ef-

fected the crossing, the protection of BRESKENS is to be entrusted

to the aforementioned section.

VII. Anti-Aircraft Defenses:

On the march: |1 Group at the head

With each marching column
J

1 Group in the rear

While crossing: M.G. on the ferries

1 Crossed out in the original. 2 Crossed out in the original.
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VIII. Orders for the Divisional Reconnaissance Detachment after its dis-

embarkation at FLUSHING:

The vanguard is immediately to take possession of the aerodrome

and there to take up a defensive position.

The vanguard will station one section and a party of naval engi-

neers in the port of Flushing. These will protect the disembarkation

of the main body.

The main body will also occupy the aerodrome and detach:

1 section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment

at DOMBURG.
1 section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment

at WESTKAFFELE.
1 section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment

at MIDDELBURG.
The main body is to take up liaison with the Detachment from

ARNEMUIDEN.

IX. Liaison:

As soon as the alarm has been given, 2nd Lieutenant KIFFER will

proceed to HONDSCHOOTE by car, one motorcycle, and one

motorcycle with sidecar in order to take up liaison with the LESTO-
QUOI group.

X. H.Q. of Lieutenant-Colonel in command of the Sub-Group:

Initial H.Q.: BRESKENS.
Subsequently (after disembarkation): North exit of FLUSHING.

XI. Liaison:

With H.Q. of Colonel

XII. Main Baggage Column:

Not to proceed beyond SLUIS.

Drawn up in deep echelon, camouflaged.

XIII. Medical Service:

To march with the Colonel’s Staff.

Signed

:

Lieutenant-Colonel d’Astafort,

Commander of the Western Sub-Group.
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DOCUMENT NO. 18

ORDER CONCERNING THE ADVANCE ON THE DUTCH TOWN
OF BREDA, ISSUED BY THE COMMANDER OF A FRENCH

RECONNAISSANCE DETACHMENT, APRIL 17, 1940

[Translation]

Reconnaissance Detachment of 2nd Inf. Div.

Detachment for Long-Distance Reconnaissance.

No. 2/0

Secret

Commanding Officer, April 17, 1940.

Advance Order No. 2

to replace and cancel Order No. 1, dated April 12th.

I.

II.

General Situation

Special Situation
|

see 7809/GR dated April 15th.

III. Tasks for Reconnaissance Detachment:

A Reconnaissance Detachment of the 6th Cuirassiers as vanguard.

1. To advance in the general direction of BRUGES—ANTWERP
—BREDA, as far as the crossroads:

I. BRUGES—OOSTKAMP
II. ANTWERP—MALINES
To Advance beyond each of these crossroads only after receipt

of special orders from the Lieutenant-Colonel commanding the

Long-Distance Reconnaissance Detachment.

2. In the event of coming in contact with the enemy, attack.

IV. Routes of March see °/809.

Reconnaissance Detachment, dated April 15th.

To halt automatically for 15 minutes each full even hour (refuel

motorcycles)

V. Formation. . .

l

1 See facsimile, p. A36, for V.
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VI. Duties of Advance Guard:

A. To advance as far as the crossroads mentioned under III, in

order to reconnoiter

1. The crossings (especially across the BELGIAN positions on

the Albert Canal)

2. Beyond (Liaison on the advance route with the Reconnais-

sance Detachment of the 6th Cuirassiers)

To clear the road

To cover the main body while same is going into position

during the various stages of its advance.

B. If enemy is contacted to advise the Colonel commanding the

Reconnaissance Detachment and to attack.

Under all circumstances to cover the main body once the latter

has reached and is taking up its positions.

VII. Execution of Movements. .
.*

IX. A special order will be issued concerning liaison and transmission.

Important observation. All parts of the Reconnaissance Detachment

of the 2nd Infantry Division must have passed by to the south of

National Road No. 40 by H -f- 1.45 hours.

X. Rations:...3

Distribution:

Captain commanding Armored Reconnaissance Cars for'

Long-Distance Reconnaissance.

Captain commanding 2nd Squadron.

Captain commanding Machine-Gun and accompanying

Arms Groups

Corps Commander, as report

Captain commanding Main Body, for cognizance.

For execution

The Squadron Commander
Commander of Reconnaissance Group

(signed) Signature

1 Sec facsimile, p. A37, for VII. VIII is omitted in the facsimile.

2 See facsimile, p. A38, for X.
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DOCUMENT NO. 19

MEMORANDUM CONCERNING COOPERATIVE ACTION TO BE
TAKEN BY THE DUTCH, BELGIAN, BRITISH AND FRENCH
ARMIES, SENT BY THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE DUTCH

LAND AND SEA FORCES

[Translation]

1 Enclosure

Memorandum

For the Extraordinary Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Majesty in Brussels.

Your Excellency is requested after taking cognizance of this memoran-

dum to communicate immediately with the Belgian Government in order

to inform it of the contents of this memorandum.

While awaiting the arrival of the plenipotentiary of the Commander in

Chief of the Dutch Naval and Military Forces, Your Excellency can inform

the Belgian Government that the Dutch Army is charged with the duty of

delaying as far as possible the advance of the invader from the moment
that he crosses the frontier.

The Command of the Dutch Army is seriously considering offering active

opposition in the Peel Raam area lying in North Brabant (from Weert to

Niederweert—Meyel—Helenaveen—Griendtsveen and Mill to Grave) by

the troops stationed there, and has had considerable fortifications con-

structed in order to equip this position for such resistance. The Command
must admit on the other hand that preparations to oppose German invasion

into Holland have only been made on Dutch territory and that the impor-

tance of the position established in this region does not depend solely on its

defensive power and the preparations already made, but is dominated to

a large extent by the possibility of being outflanked on the south, that is

near Weert and west of that city.

In view of the fact that the Command of the Belgian Army has stationed

the main body of its troops on the Albert Canal, while according to the

information at the disposal of the Command of the Dutch Army, only weak

troops intended to hold up the enemy are stationed along the Meuse and

the Zuid-Willemsvaart, the Dutch Commander in Chief considers the pos-
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sibility that German troops will press forward on the other side of the Weert,

i.e. toward Bois le Due, to be so great that he feels himself forced to his

extreme regret to withdraw the majority of his troops stationed in North

Brabant while leaving rear guards north of the Meuse and Waal.

The Dutch Commander in Chief requests Your Excellency emphatically

to draw the attention of the Belgian Government to the fact that everything

has been done by Holland so to fortify the above-mentioned position Weert-

Grave and to establish it in such a way that, in the opinion of the Dutch

Commander in Chief, the Command of the Belgian Army may have com-

plete confidence in the support offered it by this position.

The Command of the Dutch Army consequently hopes that the Belgian

main line of resistance will lie along the Meuse and the Zuid-Willemsvaart,

i.e. in the general direction of Eben-Emael to Bocholt.

The fact that the Command of the Belgian Army obviously did not desire

this connection, forces the Dutch Commander in Chief to adopt a measure

which he regrets extremely. The Dutch Army will offer stubborn resistance

on the Grebbe Line (from Ijsselmeer above Amersfoort and Rhenen as far

as the Waal near Ochten). This line will be protected on the south flank

by a line from Ochten to the North Sea: from Ochten to Tiel behind the

Waal, from Tiel to the flooded area of Vesting Holland behind the Linge,

and thence in the Merwede group and to the south of Vesting Holland.

Moreover, Zeeland will be defended to the uttermost. The extent to which

the Dutch Army can hold its own on the above-mentioned lines and in

Zeeland will depend amongst other things on the strength of the invading

German troops and on the help afforded it by the French and the British.

The plans of the Command of the Dutch Army will be explained by the

plenipotentiary of the Dutch Commander in Chief.

I request Your Excellency to inform the Belgian Government forthwith

that the above-mentioned lines as well as the positions in Zeeland are so

organized and manned that if the French and British troops coming to their

assistance can rapidly reach their positions, they would be able to offer

the most desperate resistance. If this help is delayed, then, considering the

length of the above-mentioned lines and the necessity of relieving the troops

in consequence of the long duration of the war, the possibility will have to

be envisaged of the Dutch troops being withdrawn into Vesting Holland.

The Commander in Chief of the Dutch Army has expressly informed the

French and British Governments that he would deeply regret such a meas-

ure from the standpoint of Holland itself, as well as from an international

point of view. He draws their attention to the fact that the defense of the
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Grebbe Line leaves open the possibility of advancing from this line at any

given moment in order to proceed to an attack, whereas the encirclement of

troops on the Grebbe Line would require more hostile forces than the en-

circlement of Vesting Holland. It is not necessary to enlarge upon the im-

portance of holding the frontier of Zeeland. France is requested to keep an

Army Corps of 4 divisions in readiness as a reserve to defend the interior

of the country.

The British Government is requested to place at our disposal:

a) a division supported by air force squadrons and anti-aircraft

units to defend Zeeland.

b) air force squadrons and anti-aircraft units for defending the

interior of the country.

Both Governments are further asked whether they are prepared to em-

ploy bombing squadrons, if so requested, against the bridges which the

Germans will throw over the Meuse and the Yssel.

Finally I would request you to inform the Belgian Government that if

the Commander of the Allied Armies could decide to place considerable

numbers of troops in North Brabant, the Commander of the Dutch Army
for his part would be able to consider the possibility—according to the way
the situation might develop north of the Meuse—of bringing into action a

portion of his army side by side with the Belgian, or the British and French

forces in these provinces.

Until such time as the plenipotentiary of the Dutch Commander in Chief

of the Army and the Air Force has reported to you, the Assistant Military

Attache in Brussels will execute this duty. To regularize his position I am
attaching hereto a sealed envelope which you will kindly hand to him per-

sonally and which will provide the Attache in question with authority to act

as plenipotentiary.

The Hague, March 23, 1940.

The General Commander in Chief of Land

and Sea Forces

H. G. Winkelman.
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DOCUMENT NO. 20

BRITISH ORDER CONCERNING PREPARATIONS FOR THE
OCCUPATION OF THE NORTHERN SWEDISH ORE FIELDS

WITH NARVIK AS BASE, APRIL 6, 1940

Issued with Avonforce O.O. No. 1.

Role of Avonforce whilst in Norway

Secret

Appendix A

Role.

1. The task of AVONFORCE is initially to secure the port of NARVIK
and the railway to the SWEDISH frontier. While the force remains in

NORWAY, its role is to provide for the security of the port, and of the

railway against attack by German forces from SWEDEN, and sabotage or

any other action by local hostile elements.

If opportunity offers, the Commander intends to advance into SWEDEN
and occupy the GALLIVARE ore fields and important centres in that area.

On no account will armed forces advance across the frontier without express

orders from Force H.Q.

Considerations affecting the defensive measures necessary in NORWAY
are dealt with below.

Possible enemy action.

2. Under the most favourable circumstances, (to Germany), the con-

centration of two German divisions in the GALLIVARE area early in May
is possible, followed about a month later by two or three more divisions.

3. The distance from GALLIVARE to the NORWEGIAN frontier is 62

miles. Communications consist of a single electric line and a motor road as

far as KIRUNA.
There is no road from the NORWEGIAN frontier to NARVIK. Under

existing conditions, it is possible for a lightly-equipped force to operate be-

tween GALLIVARE and the frontier, but the main German advance must

be astride the railway unless and until other communications are developed.

Under favourable circumstances, German forces might be expected to

make contact with AVONFORCE on the frontier towards the end of May,

after which pressure might increase progressively.

While local reconnaissance is essential before reaching definite conclu-
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sions, it is believed that the difficult nature of the country about the frontier

and in NORWAY itself may make military operations on any scale difficult

for the enemy. Effective defensive action should not be difficult, subject to

the improvement of communications.

4. No action by the Russian Air Force is envisaged, although some use

of Russian aerodromes by Germany (e.g. OHTUA or KANDALAKSKA)
cannot be excluded. Air action from Germany, except on a very limited

scale, is not possible owing to the distances involved. A light scale of attack

is possible from the end of April by squadrons using SWEDISH aerodromes.

Should, however, a German force be established at the head of the GULF
OF BOTHNIA, aircraft could be operated from aerodromes in that area.

Effective air action is unlikely before early June. From then on, an

ever-increasing scale of attack is possible. While the scale of attack on the

NARVIK area is unlikely to approach that to be anticipated on the Western

Front, active defence, dispersion, and proper P.A.D. measures are impor-

tant.

Norwegian Army.

5. NARVIK is the Headquarters of the 15th Infantry Regiment consist-

ing of three battalions. Troops in NARVIK itself are believed to number

about 1500.

Most of the available accommodation and M/T at NARVIK are reported

to have been commandeered by the Army.

6. In peace, the following are located at HARSTAD, 35 miles N.W. of

NARVIK:—
Headquarters, 6th Division.

One Artillery Battalion.

One Engineer Battalion.

Troops can always be moved to NARVIK by coastal boats from HAR-
STAD at short notice.

7. An infantry regiment is normally located at TROMSO, 95 miles

north of NARVIK, where there is also a seaplane station.

8. Although it may be assumed that no opposition will be met with from

NORWEGIAN armed forces, as a normal measure of military security, the

possibility of hostile action cannot be disregarded. Plans must therefore be

made on this basis. If the active and effective co-operation of the NOR-

WEGIAN forces can be secured, it should be possible to reduce consider-

ably the number of AVONFORCE troops who would otherwise be required

for internal security, coast-watching, and other duties.

Digitized by Google
Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



DOCUMENT TWENTY 45

The defence of NORWEGIAN naval and military establishments should

normally be left to their own garrisons, unless our assistance is necessary

and acceptable.

Civil Population.

9. Whether or not the reception of AVONFORCE is friendly, certain

hostile elements will have to be reckoned with. There is a German popula-

tion in NARVIK, and a Communist element. Either may attempt, by

sabotage or otherwise, to hinder operations. Provision must therefore be

made for the protection of vulnerable points on the railway and in NARVIK
itself.

NARVIK.
10. Three or four small calibre guns (3- or 4-inch) are reported to be

located on the high ground above the ORE QUAY.
There is a high wireless mast in the same area.

A number of A.A. guns have been reported.

There also appears to be a small fortified post on the rock behind the

RAILWAY QUAY.

11. The most important points which will require protection in NAR-
VIK against sabotage are:

—

(a) The quays.

(b) Railway and rolling stock.

(c) The power stations at:

—

NYGAARDS —8 miles E.N.E.

HAADVIDAL—3 miles S.

NARVIK —British Company’s reserve Diesel Plant.

12. In addition to the above, the following may also require protection:

—

(a) The naval and military W/T stations communicating with the

United Kingdom. These may be located on the high ground

north of the ORE QUAY.
(b) Military base stocks of supplies, petrol and ammunition.

Railway.

13. The length of railway between NARVIK and the frontier is 23

miles. It is said to be prepared for demolition at several points, but there

is no precise information about this. Owing to the fact that the railway

clings to the side of precipices, and has numerous tunnels and frequent

spots where large masses of rock overhang it, the possibility of damaging

the line seriously is unlimited.
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14. Tunnels and bridges are said to be guarded by NORWEGIAN
troops, but it is probable that this is not being actively carried out.

15. The protection of the railway to the maximum extent possible is

vital for the future operations of the force. It will therefore probably be

necessary to locate detachments at four or five points along the line to

provide guards and patrols. Strengths and locations must depend on re-

connaissance and the extent of co-operation by NORWEGIAN troops in

protecting the line.

16. Although the railway, generally speaking, is vulnerable throughout,

certain demolitions might take months to repair, while others might be

cleared in perhaps a week or so. In the first instance, technical reconnais-

sance and a sense of proportion will be of the first importance.

Demolitions.

The export of ore from NARVIK must be continued as long as possible.

The execution of demolitions will therefore be guided by this consideration.

Troops available.

17. The force available at various stages to carry out the defensive role

given in para. 1 will be:

—

(a) If the 1st Convoy is limited to one personnel ship—one infantry

battalion (1st Scots Guards).

(b) If the 1st Convoy consists of two personnel ships—two infantry bat-

talions (1st Scots Guards and 2nd South Wales Borderers) and 3

Lt. A.A. Bty. battery.

(c) After arrival of 2nd Convoy—24 Inf. Bde. and 3 Lt. A.A. Btys. bat-

teries.

Responsibility for Defence.

18. Until further troops are available, 24 Inf. Bde. must be responsible

for:

—

(a) Reconnaissance and defence of the frontier against enemy ground

attack from SWEDEN.
(b) The security of NARVIK and the railway to the frontier.

The first task will be reconnaissance of the railway and frontier and the

security of NARVIK for the landing of troops and stores.

19. 3 Lt. A.A. Battery will be sited to protect NARVIK and the har-

bour in conjunction with N.O. i/c.

War Office.

6th April, 1940.
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tnailaaaaa 4a 14 • 1.0. F. an 4 4a Muua C4t. la 4* Zaaai raa kata.
- T.C. 1 4a SmpMMt aa * 4a l'orflalar 4a Mtalla.
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0 - POINT INITIAL - Sar ltladralr# daa S Oroapaaaata i la fraatldra balfa,
Ha oraa at pu

H -

pa*aago i f 1x4 a a aa foaotlam daa ardraa i'alarta raqma.

- draupaaaat Bard 4 d4al*xer par la Obaf 4'laoadraaa
. Craupaaaat Sad i Z Offlelar 4 ddalcmar par la OapltaJ

Od 1

Z - iaru<te41.- croapda aa qaaaa daa T.O. 7

A - P.O.A . - Ddfaaaa aaaarda 4 l'latdrlamr 4a ahaqa* *raupam*at par taataa ar-

maa aatamatlqmaa at aa quaaa da graupaaaat par « eraapa Mata du 4 daa la-

oadrai

L -

II -

D.C.P. - Ddfaaaa aaaarda par laa
“T* aa t«ta da T.O. 1 -

A.M.Drad ** Oraapaaaat ted par aa

tCLAJJUfl.-
Palate* a*

•- Aa oaa da ddpart da amlt a Z adhlaala am oada am tita da ohaqa
.Hi fall

• 50m. pal
ZOOm. par Palatem au raaa aarraapamdaata

400m. par Oraapa 4a i Palota*a aa Jlaaaata oorreaioi

» - - fair tafclaaa 4.-

Q - Laa Otefa d'teaadrama daaaaraat taaa ardraa dad4lalla a4oaaaalraa pour 1

•amatltatlaa daa traupmaaata (Kohaloa do oaabat at T.O. 1) daaa lomra oam-
taanotaoata. pmla paar l'aohamiaaaaat da oaa 414maata dama la Rdaloa d 'APPA-
SaUTaOI, amfla l'arlaatatloa daa oalaaiaa a«r laa axaa da aaroha raacaotlf
aa dlrootlom daa palata lml t lama. Lo Capital** oamaamdmat l'K.H.R. flaara
lea amplaoaaamta da aaeambleaoat daa T.C.2 at T.l. Tm taut 4t#t da oaaaa 1

route moUSTIAA- AFPI 4 SaUTZI au fUACK darrmat Itra diffM^oa da tout eihic
lo dAa l'ardra d 'alerto.-
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Mm Division Ldgkra
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I4fc» origade Ldgfcra -otoriada
— *— I — I--I — I— »—!!— 1—

>

4 tea Hdginant
d'Autoa-aitrailiaunaa

EXTRA!? DE Li MuTn M 202 S/4 IE. "La 4» D.L.C.

2_
^

Es

I - Rfci'A HXITlOtl IWiriUX Des lO/SHS SI KIJ^ £H H:«u7E

a b A la disposition dua Corps Anna la a Orougaaanta tacti^uea-

*.0. * .ranforoi par tCwcaona k vivraa •

tCuiaxr.'S.
iTotal l trf daa noyana d- traniport d'Eaaunca.
iTatalitw das ooyana da transport da •iurutioua.

ouaa-tant svac la Corpn •

b - anaaanbU* par la Siviaiou-

?. .1. ( raata) 1.3. Iapddmauta daa Unitda caibatlantas groupdass
par cor pa .

Nouaaaant rdgld par la Diaiaion.

o- Pouaadaa aur l'nxa da Dv rmuiy -

Ataliar daa formations aotoriodaj ( Trains axcsptd

Mouvaaa nt nigId par la Diaiaion.

li - R;,viiAiLO)Ai)f: pgs jflajr&nnwrs -

J I 6 J 2 au oatin •

Al uaantntnn, raeojpl4ta ;ant an a »aar»ca at an munitions*
asaur la k 1 'lntJriaur daa Oroupananta ,corrf orcdr.#nt nui ordrsa das

Cits da Oroup«a*ata,avac laa soy*ns axiatant aur la T.C.I.ayant fait
aouraraant avao laa Clunan.a . du Croupaaant.

A pertir da J ,2 au matin -

La rftsta daa T.0.2, laa Suctions da distribution*! daa T.R.daa Oroupaoanta
at dvantuallsaant daa aunl^iono aaront pouaada par laa aoina du Cdt da
la Baas, an prinoipa aur laa joints da lira daatinntioo cuxvuntai

4 kam R.a.h. car rafour I la Eat da AIIBRE.

XII- SEPARriTICW PK HOifcHb A BAWTIii DE J.2. SOIR -

Dana la Joumda da J,2 las Sactiona da distributions vldas rantraront k
ka basa 9 accoapagniaa das Tdbiculaa das corpa.
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daa tines ft antrer dana 1 a ccnpaaition daa cor.vo i d'aaaanca at dec
nunitiono qui sont conslituds ft 1a out.

Lee eont regroupde at rastent A la diapoaition daa Cute
do uTOUpa^ant.

iv- siATie.nJEwe::? a realise.! JEnwiaM la wzjsi -

B A 3 t:t

V

Oroupaaant daa T.l.
&aaanoa
Runitiona

i CBAZurr
I ObAtZUT
I Piaci*

ATELIERS Lk£ COP.1> I

Oroupaaant 4* R.A.U.

Oroupaaant 4*8. A. d.

I FALISOU4

I Rdgion Bat da ARdKE.

CIRCULATION -

Juoqj'A Rocada
a - Rdgulatlcn -

-CKA?.LCR01 - run.Ir7tVTujriR.I9) a*surd a por l*Afaida.

Entra la Rocada .R.I5 at la Mauae. initlalaaant tsaurva par la
Division (J.c.n.)

A partir da l'arrivda daa A.O. da la aur la Maune
par la Zfto^C.A.M .

b - Rdglaaantation da la circulation -

T.a oiroulation eel autoriode da Jnur at da nuit Juqqu'ft
ncuval ordra Iv.i touto la cona da lo Division eauf restrict i-m.m
euivantea t

Ella aat intardita nu courn daa nuita doa J.I J.2.J.3*
J. 4 - Do 20 Lauren ft 5 heurea dana laa .lours da d«3arquoaei.t J**u Unit ua
Kotorindon. - Pour lan convoia do plua da 30 Voituroa , eauf accord da
l'B.H. da 1a Division.

Toua laa convoie edopteront una distance oinijnun da IOu M
ontro loa v«ihiculaa an aorCue at ft l'orrftti

vi- Esct-.cr -

Organisation du Ravitallltnent -

Journfr da ?.I .

»

Ra

v

At aillenen t ft 1' initiative daa Co«a..andant8
da Croupaieant ot dad Cocaiu.dante de "Atnchenentt Isolds, our laa DdpBta
civile Oalgee nu oo/an da bonj ap*oiaux.

I

Dee Boca IU tiabrda • ARar.8 FRANCA 138 ‘aaront rar.ia aux

|
Corpo avant la Depart, ile aaront valoblaa tant dans laa DrfpOts oxvila

I Dolgoa qua dans las WpOta d'Arreie*.

* •
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I
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700
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I
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6.000 !/AubourK da JAJfCK28_-
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lour / I .

0* plat • ««• it-kli *>. . »«itat qua i* jour J X a*mil Ilf 1-
ol p*r to oHn loasl !• •*IU« b*«nt \.nuAt, 1** prMliri d^itrla poj-
**at avoir lias 4 partlr e# J S , 16 nau/aa.

XI aat appom *,*.*• 1* a/a:i a u*» •nllr- aila (rlpui aa an fooa-

tlaa l*to Jar priaant.it trap I* rklditl fta partiaullar. *1 la loc-
ales Malt prla* lama la «UM a un oartalt. jow. la* trw.aporta T./.
— i

—

f last qua la lasd.vln 4 tsrllr da 10 bauma. II as raaulta-

ralt 4aaa ** ana wb ratal 4 l«*or».ot oaa traaaparta r.F

XI • 4a* It! 4*0 ill quo j- ,^» — &*** rartaralt
aalto isa la qnal la 44*1 al on aa.alt prla* lr natUa 4a J X antra 24 at
44 banana, — 1« qs al la Meial.n it- it oatirtaura 4 IU bauraa 1‘anca*
41a is pla* •• tmaapnra .utonatlqua, aaivit aanaal. auiv.nl laa oaa,
4a • !• as 18 itaat oatoato qua 1* yrlavla tomao aotsal

laa 0»«to*l*nt* laa unit la. loot l'aallva^Lt par T.F. aat

astlfs as aaa *'op4ntlaaa as HUH*.IS, aaroat 4oo* invltto 4
4» asa toralta lialaos aval laa arpaui to •yaie.-va ratulaianr ( 1 )

Oa aost oaa toto«n* qnl praaiaaroat 4 aiaqna toltl.l' ci.ts

>. to la plan prton dolt tor* a«nsa4, at la aotoian o ‘Laura a , oa
ils a'&l lolt J< tal qn*ll w« prto.

rour la Otolral OiMs n laot
Tarraatraa
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rita m iv

I/- ITINZfW>IRES (- 2 Cr

o

qui'a^lj 1a(i3 - 3
^ ^ ^

Que la D. L.k\ doive oarquer un temps d'arrAt ear le Canal d© CHAR-
LEROI ou au contraIre se porter d'un soul bond sar lu transversal© WAVH2-
GEUBLOUX lee ltinAralros affoctda sox fliffdrente groupments do march©
reetont lea mftmee juequ'A lo Front idre Beige.

Cee mAmaa itlndrairos variant cu contraire mu dela de lo ProntlAre
Beige, aulvant l'hyFOtdAse onviaagde .-

Lea UnitAs faiennt partle d9e dlffdrenta Oroupemente de marche, s'en-
gogent ear lour ltindrelre rax >.1. ot heurc flxds ci-apr6e :

, .&JL
(Entrdo S. ) :• Canefour 0. St- : Sortie n.

: T : MSS
FOINT INITIAL sfe

MW. PA.3^.G£ :Pa .jour

DAoouverte

Eaoa.Motoa 42 D.P:
Eaoe.A^.H 42 D.P:

1/48 D.P. :X + 05*

1 11/48 D.P.

11/48 D.P.

£•> ZL«11 : Qa_lq>a :Do nalt : De dour
• • •

PARTCW1

A 4-»DB L2UR CANTOffNEMENT

X * 15'

:X 40h.}0:X + I h. s

t

: :X 40b. JO

E. SOLES-

Do nal t

X + I fa.

V 0 f A Voir pi Ace N? V - $ II - definition dee heuree H & X.

XI*-
ndrelreo II - I- 12 ~ I

\
.laoQii'A lo frontiers,

o of freTe de leloton
,
Grodde

f

"* Lb re co nr. 1

dolt av5ir AT fl Tali© t r toue lei

orlenteura, dApannecra. Chefe de Grouped de T. C. etc..en (It. ao\ par toue
lee Offlolerr^57rTo?T?rkblou-4e-*»-«J!TCraTTA d'un© ltoit4 Aldirental re ou r®**
lee Oredde ayant A clrculor leolAnent (DSpenneura, orl*nteure, eorre-fUeo)

^
L'Atude dee ltinArairea au d61A de la Frontier© devra Stro effective

but carto. Lea croquia d' ltlndralres ci-jolr.te dlffueda Junqu'A l'fccholon
• Eaoadron, oont A reprodulre eur Calquo par lea UnltAe subordonniae mentlon-
n6ae au § cl-deeaue.

v.. Ce travail devra Atre terwlnA pour la 8 FAvrier
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DOCUMENT NO. 7

STATEMENT OF A LUXEMBURG SUBJECT ON THE PRESENCE
OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE MAY 10, 1M0

|
No ftuimiU available.]

DOCUMENT NO. 8

STATEMENT OF A FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR ON THE PRES-

ENCE OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE MAY 10, 1040

| No facaimile available.)

Digitized by Google
Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



FACSIMILES OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS A13

cz/bh

IXam /Jtt£S

BTAT -liAJ OH

Za.9 Burtflu

rfii /2

DOCUMENT NO. 9

H.O.. !• *-e OLTB 1940

V*

eur It Munoeuvre jelf.e a l*!:ct de It !.euse

Lu nonoe'jvre be lee pr6vue i l':.et de It. iZU^E

(Njte n* G.H/2 S du 10 n.raj tppelle lea rear-r^ea cl-

tprfce :

I - ACTiO.* :<i.T HJTR IL S

1) Repll dee Clu-jacura Arfleontis

- :Gnc ot Cheese ura : Manoeuvre possible eiui

reserve qua lea destructions ment p< rfcltcccnt

Jou6 dvn* It son* du J4ae Chtsneirs Aidennule.

- ler Chaaaeura s Repll poeulbie eur I.J.W0H TE U et

LIBRA.40HT ou existent t fiecti venent dee org.Aiat'-

tlone.

Le repll ult»-rieur eur HLY (70 Itlne h vol

d'oieeuu et perpend loulclrenent h It direction de

murohe de l'ennenl et u le dlreotlon norarle de

repll dee popul tlone olvllee) por^lt plus qut

problfinutloue.

II eet vr lse^bl.ble que lee 4i oneate en

retr; lte <'u ler Chteeeure eoront tL.ente a ee

repller en direction de la SSiOY.

2) Repll dee 616.->ente d- t cr.»e du :.k\yt Ltnclere de

lu region de KLOiCir.'ILLE.

- L.#;.e ren:>r*,ue que ol -dessus.
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3) Difcnee de la "Ttte de Pont de HUY".

Le lire D. C. (reaforcie de Z Batulllone de Chueeeure

Ardenncle) n k aofendre un front de 30 k 40 kilamitree.

Cette aalenee pourre e'appuyer :

- dene ea pertle Set, sur la ooupure de 1'OUhTHE.

- dene ea pertle Oentrele, eur un foeoi crttl-ohcra

.

- none ea p; rtle Oueet, sur la ® upure du HOYOUX.

Kn rclson de l'6tendue du front le difenee ne permit

pee devoir ezodder une durde de une Journio eoue reeerre

qua lo lijy\e dea .nolena forte de LUCE n' clt pee 6t6

pro nj*»bl«*meat onfonoue.

|
4) P.C. du Uroupenent K

Trie evaaco 4 st.HUaKhf, cure CO k.1— * pi.rcourlx

parpend loulalresent k le direction de merohe de l'enneml

pour ettelndre la kEUSE.

Se troureru per pituel lene nt en uouvei.jent et di«na 1'

ljepoeelblllti de oaaaunder.

n - flLgmag-LPgyy.w .*/. i

1) Poeitlon fortlf lie de LIEGE

Dlepoeltlf nuairlquesent foible i Z 0,1. renrorceee

d* dlteaente ligere mxr un front de 40 Line environ.

Ce dlepoeltlf malgr* l* op pul de le Difenee dee Ou-

rregea ne peraet de prilever euoune riaerve.

2) Seoteur de la lire Dine Ion ae Cha secure Ardennaie

Seote^ir norru.l ae 6 klse utilleunt le fo ae6 de le

MEUSE ,
ocle It Division rleque de ue pee pouvolr y §tre

regroupie. Kn toue oae on ne peut pee o copter eur une

rialetonoe eirieuee de lo part d' 61 taenia qul nuront

en* une action retardotrloe longue et dlfflolle, molgri

la protection que leur eurt aeeuri 4 partir de l'OURTHE

le lire D.L* diployie eur le "Tite de Pont ae HUT".
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3) SqQtour de la l«.e J.C.

L* 14r* J.C. dolt tenlr un front do 7 klm* eveo dee

oyene rddulU 4 4 R4«Uaente.

Co front no pt-rr.tt poo exu^drA on reloon do lc n leur

do l'obst; olo , ns Is 11 eat pou vri lseobluble que outte

Division pulsso so rdtabllr uur It. 1QUS E ol olio c. tenu

quelque t^npo sur la "TGte do Pont do HUY".

Son eoplol en rdaervo out dtd lndiqud.

4) 3ootour do Is Zkrae >1 vie Ion do Chssr.eurs Afdon ne^s

Cot to Division Instill 4s d*t ; noo our is soupure ds

is MEUSE peut offrlr one r4sl sttnee sdrlouoo our oon
s

front do 1 b kirns

0) Position Tort Iflee do NAHUP

Oette pod tlon permit mleux ddfondie quo Is position

do LIFICEi

1 Division itppuydo sur lo Jftfonso dos Ouvrugss pour

un front ootlf d'uno qulnzuine do kirns sir rive droits

do lu UEUSB.

«)

- Non ddfon&ie.

Si l'on exoopte la pcrtle n n ddfenduton rmont do IAJCJR,

lo point fa ibis do lc Defense Bel£0 do lu MEUSE ptrr.lt ttro

lo Sectour oonprlo ontro HUY ct 1 I^oltlon fbrtlfldo do LIUE

du f« it quo Is; troupes ohtrceee de iKfendre oe sootour ooront

do* troupes fatlffu4eo et lnstuildos uu dernier none at.

En outre, uucune roaorve odrlouoo no pnrolt avoir 6t4

prdnio on arrlAra de lu P.R. do LIBCE k IU12JR

.
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DOCUMENT NO. 10

26ae .k&glaont do 3r*nadiere.

Btot-Mcjor.

SBC Z 3 7

5* 2463/36?

En o—|X»gn6, le 13 «*rll 1940.

Kb-1»42f«
U C xT .nd.iat d*. 2 (?r.

Aux Ccts. ie ?on. (5 *x.)
A- '.*dt. d.' It Clo .E.M.Rt

.

Aw -_'ltc.n ct*f cv S.S./2 Or.
A 1’ fficier ?.S.
A i Cfriour !o r-nBolsncaente
Aj 'Sol d*.

1 n./Ecl'i rours.

.'RJw: p.03 u PRse&iurc* 2 : 'org^isatiii: »v t
-EFEI.3Z rs U rOtHiO* HAL C/S733 - PaXEL

(Comldaoct A xoa orir c’ 2453/565^7^2/4/40

)

I.- Bepeelgneaeats our lea fcr upce anlea .

Oee forcer roles -ecupent uno llgr.e edndr.-lc Jalanndt
par TO’JRHAI - ANTC1K0 - le CAP'*! dc 1AJNS b CJN.'fi - 3t. GHISlAlR
BIN CHE.

II - Mlfl^c de I» 7 D

>.ns le c*>drv 4u VI C. A., l.i 7 9. 1 . . ajant lo 2 D.I. 6
ea gauche, r. pour co prdparer l'eccucitlr n de 1/ position
ITIHC7B - OASTki - Hal.

Rotes : 1.

2*-

Lc garde dee pqlnr~c de 9M«u: sur la EZKIRE entre
(2CZGBI (exclo; et ALC8? (tonrla) a 4te alee k i’dtude
par l*i«o.Qr./7 D.I.

.Vocoup*ti**n (lea .ifcrla at la Blue en pinoo dee C.47 eet.VOccupation flOB
rdalloeo dopole le 11 irril.

m,- umte> .

du iVSecteur : v>lr crx>;ole A I*ordre c* 2433/565
enure lee Aon* . ; iden.

IT-- Jlapopitlf ..

A— lee troia Pone, r.ocolec, tore V?r!re <du lord au 3ud) :

III| II.

Renf rte i Juaqu’4 r.ou^el rdro. l/i repartition dee reaforte
du 17 sere off3otu6«> coixe cult i

13e.Cle. (- 1 Pen.) nu I
1 Poc.A3j.Cle. r*u HI

140

%

(5 C.4? *41 1
O*. (A c.47 ev IIT

(•» Fon. r.a I

&:

h

1

{CLo_Gdt . Jo Cvc.ta . TJ

P.-

1. Orpt. d 1 nopal du 2 r»r. ; *.e 11/12 A. (Sud de

7.- Directives psur lea trev.iva.

n) I«r troreux d* 'rg«nle Slor. du ter- 'in iiront r6clis4e
ordro d'urgsnce ci-aprAs :

^
- aogcgeoent 4u cheep dc tir at r vxuflu^-e;

V - traviux d'otstuolca; -

rt - euplaceuects de tlr pn teg6e.
Be ce iul conceive lea direre troroux, cn ut 111m re

pc bbIMc co qul eet rt»lla6.
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b) Rectifications avc r.tu -lied de 11 poc lti^n exlstanta.

II o et.* c- r.:, tntC* iue pur suite de la construction de
I’otstaoJ * anti-chars, ultlrieurcaent ti 1

1 *. rgar.laation de Is
position. Cr-j-tains ecp]*cexenta de ia libit re ext4rieiire no
impendent nlu-s aux conditions d9 dintsr.ee (2 a ?O0 Bciroa de
I’nbetacloj «t de fianqueoent;

Par eilleura certains 41<ienta dc trcnch£ea, etoblia
•lana l -:.i tormina baa, aor.t inoiutfe et inutl Usable a . Lee tra-
r.vjc qui uivprt -'-trt -ff'vrt’iia cerr^t done or4cdd6a de recon-
rains.vi't* detail tend int * rectifier lea partlos du trac6
.qui in repen *.eid. piar *ux conoitloca actucllos.

C) 7j 9VTJX

1. r.t do cnaap de tir.

ut j ’p.igeaent du cl’ nap da tir Bera roduit uu airlama
lndiy -.tie p- .r -bt.nlr une tonne action dcs arr.ee, co.xDto
Very-* tu ovi' ufl ige.

Me pns pertife da rue quo ie cnaouflr.gc natural eat ?

aelllevr en t?nir tnopte pour lcs. travaux a itabllr sous tail
lls n^-t'icaent.

2

.

- Tx v.mux fobstaclfe.
Etapllr wj ccoplfcter *-n tenant coopte «Jes rdseaux

exlaumtr ur. r-.ceaj r.croal de b m.}C de l*r^eur deyant toute
iljc *lti’JCK

Las •Li ly o«r"i..v i.t* qui se tre iv^r.t leol<« ou vn seil-
lonl devert la position (iir.lera orserlunr- ) aer^nt ontourds d*
nn r<ee.»u Jc *» a. 5".

5. Enpl«s ttaer.i a J. tjr ?;• tegla .

Lee eapl’cenents orjstnr.ta seront renin »n «%«it s’ 11a
oonvi eme.'.t . Aacr.-.g-rr en leyn.urtftr. > Iob lea tmn-
•h.ea dc tir rt ki tr.'jcf > i> rMafier. t oxeoutdoe
Qu'jprtr ieur aefr-v-tent

Lea tra-cbeds reretuc* on utlliarrrt en '*rdit» prlr
cl pel c* xjto u. tdrioux d>r rcvt'Ccsent i

- lea gftt ns,
- lea slay. nnagea cur placet
- le trolil is Mtallique.

On veiliem spAcinlasent 5 - cs la crcntl'-n des tal'is do
trrnc> 4* ot des revooonenta \ dorwur une oortc auffi»aoU- qnl ac
aera pro 9up4rieurc u 8/- pwir lee ehayonnngeo et 6/1 peur les
gatona

.

b. Abrls ldgors.

Lcs tbris 14gcra ne acront pat c-nstra-lts a 1‘heure oc-
tuclle, sauf A utiliaer ceux qui «xlatcnt. Tcutofoia, leuxa eD-
pl<*cei;*>r.ru j* -cjxt pr-f-.us dans la r*allnttlon des terraasonente.

5 • t
'
j: jr/aneds

C»*rt:i|r.pa portiec do l' .ttHaole antJ -chars so trourent
nccolce.i a ,\<p nclsm.s cu h d. a couv-.-rta qui en facllitent 1'
rppr ebe; c'.'ufrc p-.rt c-.r».«iu3 po».its aroacrvnt *js\ inportanoe
qui ?dr;iti-fcc icir ovrvjillnr.ce -la n de t ui .

tcut ou co_na do
nuit. II '.onviendr de pJacor a i-v-.xialt* d» ces points tk poo-
tes nvorvjt, f,-,. >r.»«

1
•- n..-Jcrcep ) dc..t lcs anplocement?

devro.v -tre p^c•pl\r4^.• o< u instruction p: rticuliere riglcm fo-
cesaaxjy r.t cette quutian.

d) Execution dca t ravoux,

Les trovaux d S cr,’nnis ition de la oosltion doiyent C'»-
noncer )o 15 avril, au nalln. Us 2 Ur. vu con .nrriv4u tardive
r.

: oyfrutera que les travaux roconnua ot pr6p#irc-a d.«nn In jcur-
noe du 12. Juste 1 a unuvol ordre, ilc aeront efroctucs t^ua Its
jours, y oopris le dimanche. Lcs Cite, d 'unites jrcr.dront des
nesuroo peur pormettre aux boa»es oc rvapllr lours dcvcira re-
llKioL-x .

Uu coapte rendu dec travaux offectu4s »e aera tmnaala
le 15 arril k lb beurea (lta*>lojer le noddle ci-joint).
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s) Raritallleaent en natdrlnux.

- voir 1-crdre n* 2“^^^66 p<ur lee Ravltalllenenta at lea
Evacuations & pertir du 12 avril 19*0.

VI.- Surveillance .

a) En caa d'alerte, lea Pona. d'Ecl. rdglEentalres detacherent un
poste de surveillance avec oiaalon d' information aux points ci-
rprda i

- lo 2 Gr. i vers STEENHA'JLT (B.9 route de NINOVE k EKGHIEN)

j

aurveillcnce de la region d ' E^GKTsE.N

.

- lc 2 C. : vers KAUTB-CRCIX ; surveillance ic lc rftgiea d'EKGHUR
b) Af in de se funliiariaer arnr son terrain d'acticn dventuel,
le Pen. d'Ecl. /2 Gr. •ffectud/Sournelleaent dee p'.trculllea aux
abort's du point de etationnenent fixe ci-deasus : 11 etudiera laa
ltlndrolree de renli.

Le bolonel B.E.M. HERBUT
coaRandant le 2 Gr.,

(Sd) UERBIET.
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DOCUMENT NO. 11

4 Inf Bde (1

8 inf Bds (1

6 Inf Bde 1

4A D.O. (1

a.a. (1
B.E. u
H.A.S.O. (i

Pro (i

p.s.p. li

F.L.O. only )

.

rmrv02/1/G n ;

19 Apr 40-

1. Contact nlth 9oliU>an olvll authorities.
(a) fhe fj rot contact in any ' Belgian "village should bo nlth the

Burgomaster, the sooond nlth the looal Brigade da Qscdaraerle
the lieaQuartera of nhloh mil be found ‘Tntfcs’ehef-lteu oT
the oanton.
The Gondarnerls, as in Prance# are in possession of inforel-
ation on all Inhabitante of the oanton oonoorned.
Their duties and organization oorree^ond mth those of the
French Gondaroorie; they are responelole for all nattors re-
garding the reoruitnont of personnel into tho Amy, and for
all questions of ncbillzatlon affeotlng tho civil population.
In oo-oper .tlon mth the olvll polloe, reprooented In oountry
dlstricte by the Gardes Chanipetree, under tbo Burgonsctor,
they are also rosponslole for the naintenanco of lair and ardor

(b) At the earliest opportunity# arrangenonte mil bo mado for
renrajioptatives of the Burets Publique (the oentrol Pollco
Intelligon'je Ot flue) tg reattached to O.B.Q. and Corps H.n.

The off 1 dale to be attached mil be nonbero of tfaa Stato
Pollco (Police Gonorale de I'Etat) who deal nlth lntomal
security# subversive propaganda, and ourvolllanoe of foreign-
ers --nterlng the country.

(o) Purthor details of Belgian Pollco and Oordarnorio org?r:iu-
ation are given In Chapter XV of "Notes or. the Celgit-.n .'.'.ny

1937".

2. PIgoon Lp fte.
The doors ofall pigeon lofts will bo opcr.od and fcopt open.

Pigeon rociVig ie a national eport in Belglun and P.9.P. *. j I- ?. en-
sure ttoftc ie lnetnaoilon is' carried out ovor ?s w:do an nror.

as poosiolo, irrespective of w’ othor the Bolgian nutfcoritloo
hare issued an order to the se-.n offoot or not.

6. Belgian Identification pa- or j.
Speoineaa 61 Bolgian identity oarda are enoleaed (dictritu-

ciun as above ) . Tho cards enclosed ore only approximate repre-
dustione of the originals both as to oolour and print. At tho
earlloet o '• >ortu»lty after oro^sing tho frontior, inferaation
should Ic obtained from Belgian sourcos on the foJJooing polnto:

va) '.That other pomlts, if any, ore in current use.
(b ) The scope of the epocinone enclosed.

Su epoct oaro and po^norg

.

(a# A lint «f suepoci cars giving the own er'a n?.::

o

nunoer of the oar Is given in Appx A*
(b‘, A list of persons vhon the authorities should bo

reojosted to placo under ^rroet in given l.*i Appx

V

aivA il c

B.
W.

s.
v)

I • Lt-Coi..
Ct

1 S., 3 Dr.-
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DOCUMENT NO. 13

1°DIVISION LEGERE WECANiqUS

ETaT - tfcJOR - 3* Bureau
/D4cenbre 1933

ORDRE PARTICHJER PCUR U LUISQ/

(Annexe k l'Ordre G6n6ral d'Optrs Ilona n° 17 Bis

1- LlAlCCIt DE CCMWlNDEMO/T

Mcuvengi^ luflcu^u Ciaal

a )En avant avcC l£fi Forces Beiges

- pnr La Wcouveric avec lee C.M. dee Troupe* de Cvepagne operant dan* la

zone d'action de la 1° D.L.M. •

XES
• par le Chef du 2* Bureau du C.C . k 1'E.U. G6n6ral Ulge hi

accowptgnd k partir dc SOIGNICS ( *»irie) Par une reconnaleeanc*

(1 peloton A.W.D.- 1 pcloton ootos) du 6° Cuiraaaiera U) .

- Renee ignenenta trananla *u P.C. avanci de la Wviaion
<
jccolj av P.C.

du Coervandant de la Dftcouverte ) par de* agmts de trenarusslone
,
par

radio et si pocslble par t414phone .

b)Sur lea FL-mcl

- par l^off ici«r*de liaison de la 1* D.L.M. « Lieutenant HUET au P.C.

de la 2° D.L.J4.

-nvec lea 1
(2* Division Erltannlque ou

(Grojpc-cnt Hotblack - 4/7 Dragon*

Guards et 12» RfigU de Lanclera dan* lea cendition* pr*vues par la

Note de Service n # **«/* -/. <*» • t • ' l . 'f' 1

1

S.\raa nn^rant ^U S. 00 k l’O. dC

*»>

-i.vrr rirrifcra

-avec le C.C. i offlcicr de llaiaon du C.C.

Tous rcnscic"events tr»n*ni* au P.C. avanct d®

(accoU au P.C. du Con^andant de la D$couverte ) par aggnta de trans

niceions ,
par radio .

Utlllaition 6vontuelle du r^aeau civil avec 1 'arrUrc •

le Chef du 2* fureau du C C. •
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c) Ua lagan inUrleurea

- 1 offlcler de liaiaon par brigade plus 1 offlcicr do liaison do la
colonne Sud ( 1 ) au P.C. avance de la Division .

2®-Sur le canal

Liaisons maintenues on place auprAs dee diffArents PC.

11 ) LIAISONS TaCTIQUES

-AESurAes A tous les Ac heIon a de la droiie A la &iucbe .

maau'flu Canal

a -avec les Bn tanr.lques eur le Canal
•entre le D. D. et les rcconnal seances sur Ii , ct I3 A

l 1 imitative cu Colonel Cdt. le 6° Cuirassier*
, • 1

t) l°Echclcr. - *otre le6 eolonneo A hai'teur de la transversale de WCKS}
-entre la colonne ?l. et la Plane-garde A 1* initiative du
Colonel Cdt. la colonne Nard •

c)* -u.rJa -Avcc les Brttannlques et Aventuollement les Beiges
(voir ci-de?8U6 poragraphe 1 )

t.caaa.1

a) pAc.og?(« r.tUtii &&Um£f_£ avec la 2° D.L.M. r6glon do SDfUTE
(1 axe d> D.S Word de la 2° D.L.M. passe A SENEFFE ) .

bilf-RlftlaXL.1- avec la 2* D.L.M. par un posle mixte oous le comandercent
d *un officlor do la 2® D.L.r. ot co-nprenant un peloton motoa oe cette>

Division our l'oxe FaHILLEUREUX - SENEFFE et 1 C.C. moto de la
1® D.L.M. A dlrlger sur cet axe par le Coo*T*,ndant du a/secteur Sud

,

- entre les s/6CCteuro A la charge du Colonel Cdt. le

•/oectour Sud aux environs du confluent du rui6seou Mathleu ,

- avcc les Forces tritanmqoes dans la rAglon N. de TUBIZE
par un dAtachement de liaiaon de la flanc-garde Nord

,
aux ordres du

Colonol Cdt. le s/ sec tour Nord f

- Avcntuelle’nent avec les Forces Beiges dans la ocme re-
gion et dans les memes conditions si elles tenaient le canal .

2®- A llfiai du canal

-Eygntuclleffenl ayes Ip d6lschraenl de DAcou^rU •• repiiant sur
son axe

,
par les AlAnrnts de chars pous6As en avint . A hauteur de

la route BRUXELLES - LES 4 BRAS et aux abords lomAdlats de l'axe du

D. D. 1 .

/....

(1) l’officler de liaison de la colonne Sud rejolnt le P.C. /D.L.M.

A CaUDRY d&s le dAc lanchement de l'alerte .
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111) COMPTESRDfDUS .»U P.C. /D.L.M.

1°'J

centre ivje

- du rtoniaa-' aeassK.
prise

- au passage du canal . puis A l’arrly^e
das Forces Re Ice s ,

eventuelTwefTYen
ennenti J

•sage das tltas de colonnes sur la transversals
A l*arriv6e sur le canal at en cas de

ct avec l'enncml
,

-d, 1. Flane-Garde Hard :aUeelt«t enlri» en lUlson «vec lei
vcislns ou au ccnuci da 1* anneal ,

-2°^ch#lon : au passage das t4tes de colonnes sur la trara vereels i

MOMS-BINCHE et b l'errivee sur la position canal .

2°-Sur la canal et b l»E«t :

- da la oi’se en place du dispositif
- d’urgence de tout contact avec l*enna»i
- de l'heure du franchisee* ext du canal- par la D :®®u''*;;'c ^par les iljscnts da chars

- p6rlodlquenent i pour 7 hsuras C.R. do la nuit
pour 16 heures C.R. de la journSe

IV) P.C.

:-*s -s -c- = «

Uni t6

C.C.

1*D. L. M.

1°B. L.M.

2°B. L.M.
Col. e/ sec-

teur Word

4°R. D. P

.

Col. s/sec-
teur &id

6°Cuir.

P.C. au d4parti A»ee xP.C. sur Is

!"”("*
”l32) i St-SYWHOKIW

.(3 Kmo.E.de MONf)
St-QUOITIM

cautwy

CkULLEHY

vnresLY

HAtTS

st-Hiun®

I

LE OUESROY-MCKS* SOIGHIES (1) *P^
;
eVsncS

SOTGK1ES i

[V*

®*iifE-L&-c<vri
I

igwo-sygyg ;
(1)

I

u cbctti a <

(SCIGIHES-BRaIN^
(LE-CCWTE. ,

90LES*B-LK
j BA HOOCHEKaj J

iBPAiS^LBrCcirrE
( 1 )

,QUE9H0Y-atVxr
(IIOHS-ROBJLX

VALDICIESNES- :BRUN&-LE-COm:
MOHS-SOIGN1ES-: (1)

3KaIKE-LE-CC*TB

(1) T*16pbone * la Mairlc .
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DOCUMENT NO. 15

.
*• R. D. P.

H° ?7/9* -
- ORDRE PARTICULIER POUR LA LIAISON -

(•n T R A I T 5 .)

(Annexe A l'Ordre Gdndral d 'Operations N'

\ \f>£
* AT
23)

I .- POSTBS DE OOMtANDEkENT -

it.rrjTurunr* jt

i

minr'unDTronrors

Autoritd
I

sAppellatic.
s ?

. • -

n : Ddparl
: 3

_

:
r*.n x Dal

xJ’Fiijet- x ApproxlyxA

: xxx
: A— AUTORITES SUPERmT3S OUxVOISIMES

1° D. L. Li.

F.C..

x

X

x

x CARO’ 1313
X

X

t
•

X

X

:

: FRUGES
x

X

• •
A •

:Hye,DYLE : vt ra x

xTOlEJTTIO:
xtana Z de : H * I?
xTURNH OUT)

x

X ou X

rDUFFE* (6 ! H 10

P.C. AVANCE ZEPHIR1K-
MARGEL

j-irnmr.r

-d°-

krooN. de
MALI MBS)

.B

(ISkru; 0,
deTUHKHOUT

•vec la Dd

H 12

)

ouverto

.Vxes de
Ddplgcement

P.C. ARhlERE

3° DIVISION
BRITANKIQUF,

ZEPHXRXN
RAOUL

FEME

o

15/19 H 0U-
SARDS

-d°-

LESQUIN

CAMJK1N

avec la Base

l

non fixd : H 14
t

x

x

i

X

I

X

X

non flxd i H 8h.30

LANNDY-ROUBAlX
WATTRELOSB-
ESPIERRES-
AUDENAHDE
ALOST
DROEHODT
VILVORDE-PEPCX
LOUVAIN

R0U3AIX - WAT-
TRELOOS-ESPIER-
RES - AUDENARDR-
ALOST-DROEHOUT-
VILVORDE-PERCK-

(LOUVAIN
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I® Echelon
iGROUIEMENT
Cl. CAUSA®

:ETIENNE
:FRANCOIS
I

• •2/ « • • • •

B— AUT03ITES SUBORDONNEES

2__ » 3 :

’l'ABEELE

X

H yp.DYLE :

ECstEHTES :

ouHEERZEL :

Hyp. BREDA :

CTnCTUF&T ;

s HOUT 1

H 1

2

1 : X HUUT X H 13

II .- LIAISONS DE COLI .ANDEMENT

a-) avant nvec leg Forces Beiges at Hollandaiaea

P.C. » Emplacements ; Personnel 1 Moyena de liaison : Fourni par 1

x

G.Q.C. BELGI H/aCHT (I)
x

• 1

DIVISION HURNHOUT
BELGE *

x

x—
X

:I ofi'icier de:2 Agents de transmis x 4° R.D.P.
xla 2° 3.1 It. Lion noto dont ISide :Lt.de LAFP0R3ST
x s 1 (13° Esc?)
X X X

:I officier del I Posts E.R. 21 xTransninaionr.
xla 2° B.L.h. i? Sides avec conduc-x 4® R.D.P.
s t-.cura.- iS/lt MELLET
1 1 (8° Eoc)

(I) Sur la DYLE entro HALIITS * A/JiSCHOT .-

Ces Officiero feront nouyorvfnt *vec*lea detacnementa de Ddcou-
verte sur lee 1 tindroii ,^4^' I^iae prfcs des local ltdo lndiqudes.-

11 b recevront 00 s inut ructions particullfcree \ prendre au P.C.
du 4® R.D.P. -

ELEMENTS DE LIAISON POuRNIS FAR LA 1® D.L.K. -

Echelons 1 Personnel

Entrc le P.C.de la 1S/Lieutenant
I°D.L .M.e t le P.C. iBF.CUIM BILLECOC* I Voiture T.O.
de la 3° D.I.B. (W) x du 4® R.D.P.
P.C.InAtialLESQUIN x (I3°£bc.;
Axe ilANHOY-BQUBAlX xB.C. BOURGEOIS
Tot RELOOS-ESPIER- x(detachd D.L.k'J
RES-AuDENARDE- rChiffrcur
ALOST-DROEHOUT :3 Amenta a*.

VILVOREE—PERX- xTrahumi scion
LOUVAIN :

Entre le Cdt. xi

du Groupoment 2 et iLt .PAPXEUCIER
le P.C, du xdu 4® R.D.P.
15/19 H ousarde : (4° See.)
P.£. Initial! xi Interpret*
CAMBRIN » I® Btn.-
Axe :LABASSEE-LILLE-x
KCTTBAIX-WATTRELCOS-

s

2 Agento de
ESP1EKKE3-AUDENARDE: transmission
ALOST-DROEHOUT- :

VILVORDE-PERX-LOU4 :

VAIN -
; v—
X

1
/. %

I

Moyens de liaison ! Fournia xObsorvotior*
x par 1— 1 1 —
x x(I)dventuel
x Q.O. xleoer.t
X X

X X

I Side l 4® D.P.X3 0 3tn
X I

2 Postes E.R. 27 (I) tCieRadioxdont I au
1 xP.C./DLK

3 Kotos solos xie° Dra-X
1 gone.- x

1 x

I Side x 4® D.Px

I Slow

2 Motou solos

**«

S4® D.P. x

: I® Btn :

x 1

x :

1 x

1 x
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• • • 3

Lea ddtachewents cl-deesua ee prdeentoront au P.C. de la Division
ft PRUGES dfes reception de l’ordre d'alerte ou de l'ordre de nouvetnent
dans le cas ou le mdcanisr.e d' alerts ne Jouerait pas .-

ELEMENTS DE LIAISONPOURNIS PAR LA y D.I.B. -

Echelons

du 15/19 Hou-
aardE et le
Cdt du Groupe-
tient Nc 2

Personnel : Moyens de liaison : Observations

1

i

Officier (I) :I Voiture T.O.

•
•

•
•

i * (1) eventual 1 enent ••

1 Intorprfcte i

•

i

•

2
•

Agents de lial-:? Vlotoa
•

:

• — m

sot 1 :

Liaisons intdrieurea :

Ur. Off icier de liaiacn par gr;up*r.eM d* -Marche rer.uu au P.C. de li
Division deo 1' alerts IS* 2 - (Aapirnrt Vai“>FRMAHX - 7f Escadron^

III — LIAISONS TACTIQUES -

Aaeurdee ft tous lea echelons de la gauche h la drone .-

l
c Echexon- Entre lea Groupetnentt et Soua -GrcupeF.cr.tB

-A 1
' arrlvde our lea transverasles :

-TERNEUZEN - GUD - AUDENATIIE - (Un Officier du 7° Esc. et *verv-
ANVERS - HEM IKfEM - *)OM - M/J.1NFS - { tueller.ent I Feloton Kctoa
TILPOUKG - TURN1I0UT (1 Motor. A.M.R. ft i

(LANDI WALSCH - LESEI *1DE -

Avec ia 11 £•!**.

Par le Groupemont N° ? ) ,i la charge du Cotnaandant du 3° Botai Hun.
- Entro CAVERE ft ASPER

)
I Officier

- Au Nord de V1LV0RDE ) et dventuelienent un Feloton
- A ARR3CH0TT ) Fusiliers .-

La liaison d AAHSCriOTl eern ciaintenue Juaqu'ft nouvel ordre et Hosurde
par un Poioton de fusiliers- 3° Bataillon

IV.- COMPTE-REND'JS AU P.C./D.L.M. -

-du Gu6t Adrien s voir ordre pATtloul lor pour la D.C.A.-

-du 1^ Echelon : k l'arrivde dea t£tc9 de colonnes sur lea tronover-
snleu suivantea:

-TER1EUZF.N - Oa '.SD - AUDENARDS
-ANVERS - KAL1NES - ft la charge de 1E.M.
-FiTTE - MERKSEN - Canal ALBEK/
-ROSENDAEL - 00S1 MALLE - HERFFTHALS 4° R. D. P—
-TILROUK'i - TURNOUT - MOL

Er. outre et lridepeiKianntnt due rensoigneirentb sur l'enneai
lea orarea de recherchee. un coapte rendu succinct aer.i aoresad
partir de G2 mat lr,. sur t

./. ..

E
rdvua p.vr

la Di visiot
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• • • • • •

•

-lee ^vftnemer.ts de ia iiait pour 5 Heures ^
-les 4venetrents de la matinee pour I0H.30
-le3 dvenements de la journde pour I8H.30

et faiaant cormaitre:
-la situation tactique des Unitdc
-les detnardea et lea ertec

Les Unites subordomtfes
font parvenir ce9 rensei-
gnemente ft l'E.M. 4° R.D. P.

pour 4H. -9H. -I7H. -

V/- MI3E EN OEUVRE DES TRASSMISS1CKS

a-) Kdseau Pil

Au cours du irouvenent ll sera fait unage du rdseau t£l6phonique
civil beige et tfverituellement hollanoaio —

En fir. de nouvement on mettra la main sur 1
' organiser ion existent#

en no laissar.t que le minimun pour les benolns lncaux (entente ft r^aliser
avec 1 ' Admimstrat ion locale’.-

II n# sere derouie de fil quJaprfcs stabilisation et avec la plus

stride Jcononie

Exploitation : F^ur assurer le secret 11 sora fait emplol pour la deman-

ds dAs com.-nur.Icat ions tdldphcr.iques der indicatifs prdvua dans l'ordre pour

les Transmissions —
V-) Kescaux radio *

Interdiction aosolue d'utiliser la T.S.P. sur les emplacement*
de ddpart -

Autorl3ation d' dmettrg :

3°-dfcs le ddpart pour le guet adrlon et en cas de rencontre avec l'enncni,

?°-ft partlr de Is transversal e i TERNEUZEN - GAND - AUDENARDE pour tout le

monde —

c-) Contr3le-

Les Emissions dt tous leo postes radio beiges et hollandaio se-

ront interdites pour dviter toute indiscretion ou brouillxge —
Tout mllitairo surprenant u.nc communication suspects (fil ou ra-

dio) devra en rendre compte immediatement ft see Chefs qui prdviendront sans

ddlal le 2° Bureau de la Division —
VI/- MISE EN OEUVRE DEG LIAISONS

Les renseignements de passage0 ou d'attaque dap formations a6rien

nen adveraes neront recucillis et transmis eonformdmont aux instructions de

l'ordre particulier pour la D.C.A. e

Ils neront transmis en priontd D.C.A.

Priority d * Operations

11 est rappel^ que la " Priority d’OpdrBtlone n'est accondfte
qu'au Gdndral Commandant la 1° DL.M.

/
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DOCUMENT NO. 16

OADftS D’OFItfATXOIfi *!.-

Trots £ou*-Groupaaants i

- d'AfiTAFOBT^
- d 'iflCDia.
- VOlDZaURDKl.
- Jna hlsarra sux ordras da Coaaandant Micbal d# TOUCH ET.
- Jn* Batt#. 1# da £6 da D.C.A. tux ordraa diracts du CooMandan

da Croupe-ant.

- Qccupar lALCHEhEl at bUD-8£V*LA-1D a*ant l»Arrl«ra da l»*nn#ni.
- Irantual. aaant l»an d41o*ar.
—> Taalr sur plac# at colt# qua colta, an attandant l'arrlrfa da
l'infantarla.

JMactlf principal i 11a da AAlXUlAiai a*«c, coxa# point* assaiitialii

TTHTTricUITport at atfrodroaa.
- Pleo d *aau da Tliutft*

filial#* da VK3TKAFELLB - DOHHJAO - flOTIFOlDW at AhNEAJlL'B

Coaver tur

a

faca A l’kat « Canal da bUD-flFTILAID.
fatLa# at tarraln diarlatian
MICK.

da WOEJIS-

- Oapnar l’annt-nl da vltaaaa an aa portant d*un aaul bond at safta

•oucl d 9ali*naaant Juaqu’4 la rira bud ua l'ESCAOT-*AJUTIMl(qul am
attaint# au aaxlnua as 4 hauraa 4 partir da franamaaanant da la
rronti4ra Ball#).
- UtUlaar alnultanr^ant taua laa nppaaa da paafa|a(baaa - bataaai
at ifltfcaa da lOUtUlsaiT.
- Appllquar la saxlaua da foraaa (7 aaoadroas) 4 K LOIUO,

- Avac la raata, £ ascadroma ( B.M.K.) taair anna idd# da raall la
Canal ua 6UD-ii*TKLA*L; la O.A. da bdvourarta 4tant chart* d’iatardXr.
aux «nqIn blind4s 1 * 1 * Una da lOk.XLLniCMT, at, al poaslhla, lhuafs
du terrain d’arlatlon.
- Svitar d’una fi;co absolua l > cparpillanaat daa fareas.

- Can? coaqua Boua-droupaaant a

a) c'irvali.ar la littoral.
b) .-rparar das IKaants sooilai d* 1starrantIon contra lUbnrquanwt

at parachutlatas.
c) Tanlr las baea at las baaaa da raritalllaoant da I BMCUJB - TO

NfcU2E4 - 1ALS0CRDEJ.

hkvtim

ilSElQM i« rranoilr 1*1. CA'JT-.aJ'I TI^l 1 BilESRfJIfl.

- Jccupar .oiideaent la port at l*«4roport da FLEBBIIOBS
- u tacho-.ants ce survc-ilianca 4 IBSttAPELLI at 4

DOViAJnO*

/
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On ascadron da Fuslllapa Mot* (Eacadpom'
. C . A. ) iux ordraa da Colonaft d»A6TAF0FT

A lc aoptia *. da FLRFtfc. (routa da 1IUJP0KI).

t*) SQ^-6ro^Pt»tPt Cl'AMDH 1Up»«] i

aiSSlOX :-FrancftlP 1»ISCA0T-4A*1 TIME A TEB BEU7LH.
- Dtbapquap i OOfrbSLLLM (ou rfvantualioaant A rLESSIAGUK?
- t • portap >ur 1 'lathaa Bat d'AXXtrdlDIX.
- Occupap ttjiftJ (,lan d'aaa)- AnMaUlDU - ai dttacha-

aant ua iurvalilanca k TfcGU*E?OLDDU
- Axturar la Haiaon avac la Souk-Croupaaant d *ASTaKOPY

a MlDDBlBURO.

Mmnt
s*) YgKgfiHlPfl Ui\l «

M1551CJ i- Fftnolxlp l'LSCAUT-HAhlTIafc A lAUftOOMLEX.
- Dabarquap k Ha

A

b71EAT
.- Taalr anna aapplt da racul la Canal da SOD-ffITBLAlD.

- Pousaap da* aoyanr de fau sup l'lxtnaa da tOIXSDAECJIf
afIn d'aaaurap la paataga du G.I. da D*couvorta, tta-
llltni applvkot pax AfiTiKS.

- DA- 1'aprlvea da ca O.B. de Bfeouvarta, l #utllla*p
pour lnterdira l*lstora aui angina blind# a at doop am*
plcnar , ai poaaibla. l'utlilsatlon pap l'annaml da
tappain deviation da aoUFCKICMT.

norm iiiP^tiiB»lni,i

- Un aaoadpon da Fualllaxa Iota (Escadraa F1CAJU) dm
*• G.m.C.a. )

.

- Un Groupa da canona da AS (Broupa QUATEAIaT, du
8* G.P.C.A.).

- Un paloton da Mltraillaura Koto (Palotoo CAUDA dm
£• G.h.C.A. ).

To oa aaa aloaanta aua opdras Ju Cona«ndant FOJQUMITTBX, A la
aortla Sud da DlXXUl/f au. la pouta ca BOtZlBOS.

Km outra. la Ccanaaiant fOAD&iinETDKa p«flara d'accord a vac la
Cooaindant LAX 01KB la aapcna da O.E. da L^couvapte Juaqu'A dT-
AXICLa

A

b , at eon utUlaatlon A l’arplvaa ft lOFJSDhJCH?.

4*) fiilHUL'

a) Aaa ardraa du Coa^a*Jant Bxcnal da TOOChIT.
- Un aacadpon da FBalllara «oto (*scadpon J9USL1B).
- On Oraupa da C.oona <]« *5 (OpoOpa BOkTIGKY).
- Un paloton da •it/klllaupa koto (Paloton LBLFU)

•

b) On fcmttavla D.C.A. ( Canono oa 26)

.

L«a lltaanta PttarW a aulvpoat l*ltln#ralr« I* 1 Juaqu'A
1JZB4DUIA, ©A 11a pacavront da nouvaaux ordpaa*

- iviflgf ilxi I* 1 1

FUHBET - OSlfcXDE - bP.XiS Word - 003TBUKG - UP IS MBS.

- r.L»
DOC - DIXXULi lord - TOdhOJT - SKUCES Sud - tlLOO - IJZEXDIJIE -
.rnllrlPPISE - TAfc IKUZa*

/
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POPXRWGS - BOEZIKGt - ll&LM (an erit.nt DllLJUt)- ZICHTERRVELDE
TIELT - DE1BZI - GAUD - 6T. dlJCLAAS - KEMZEKE - BULST - *AL20CRDE1

La G.K. Cm Wcouvarta utlllsara l’ltlndralra 3 Juaqu'a ST.N1X-
uAlS, pula deboltara pour p.saar l'ESCAU? (Tonnal) a ANVERS (Itlnc-
rolra 3 bla). II cm JoL:>dra par l'lstfcaa da *OLRSDf<ECRI #

TI.- T*AMSVIABLE DE DU»aBT i

La frontier# Boiga, aara franchla 4 I'naura U qul aara fUia
ul ttriaur taaat.

TII. - LIAISONS I

C6i l'ordra*d*alarta 9 La Offlciar 4a cLa^ua SauA-Croupaaant (at
an outra Ua Offlciar da O.B. da D«eou*arta) raadua t HObD&CHOOTE.
a»ac mo fmum da Tranaaiaalana lotos.

mi fair ordxa partleallar.

P.C. da Oraupaaant LXIt^OOI.
- Initials*ant i KOIDJChQOTI.
- latoraJdlalra i URIAHId.
- P.C. final i fLRTbUKKJt (port).

ax. da taraka i Itlairalra t Jimb'I UZUDUU, pan fCldOl-
LUU - IKloUM.

La Loan and ant da La Battarla da D.C.A. aarakara da aa paraonnaam la Colonal LfcST^UOX. au»U rajoindra 4 BOIDCQlOOTX.
II aa tlandra prit 4 dtplajar ana battarla aa point da paasaga 0

da BKIttUS.
Otlllaatlon ultcriaora i DAfsnaa da part da FLBSIMOB.

x.- Main mat Attuuw* »

Protactlon da francoisasosnt at da ddbarqaaaaat aaaarim d’aart
laa ordraa donnda diractaaaat par la Osnfral Co—and aat 1* All 11.

isnniLUtiti z mikiiaafi i

Point da I4ra daatlnatlan u.s dlfferanta Aleaanta (ataliara - oi-
tarnaa - I.*.) ligna gdntrala i SL01S - IXLOO - QAXD (Sortla Rod).

ril.-_§ifivll£_£2_5A

Evacuation sur MJbKFRQU*.
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4

XI IX.- *1T -S-* - :

• Daojt Coapezr.les d 'infar.terlo doivent noraole»*nt *tro dlbercueea
k FLESEISO'JE ( rsr Is t£*rlfl» at 1 'Aviation) event l'trrlfci du
GroupsiMt ILSTXw- 1.

Lear atxeace Ivantuei.o ne sodlfle en rlen la alesion du Broupa-
rent i.ES?0«’J3I«

-las ilaaanto Hoilead*la »t Belgea (eaa dernier* err leant par
iNT^L: ) eor.u '.Uhceptioia* aa cooperer dead la Oroupament L1ST0QU0X »
eerier iea a prises.

- L'attitude avec pa population cirila dolt lira aaleale aal a farma
Aprda Intel. ction # lea Coaaandanta da #oue-Oraaper.ent xeront

venlr «upres d'eur et couscrveront in p%raananra un reprtfaaatant
quallfld dee Bourgaestres la^ plus eolsln*. C'eet 4 ca rcproaaUat
qu'lis rlcloeront tvutes las predations nlccssilres poor la Bavi-
tall.esent et la via das ircupes. Pa/eaent, an principe, au cooytn
toot at an Fiorina.

Eventual lament, bons re^ulaltlon.

- So alfler da l'aaplo.'xpga.

La -lentearnt-Colonel LKT0(*0J1

tOBsanlant la Grauroxant

blgntf » LCTOCOrl.
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DOCUMENT NO. 17

60U6-CI00PIMDH d’ASTAJCPT. P.C. B5UY-l«HES It 15 Hovtabra 1939

ORDfll D’OPLKATZONS H# I. /

Pi toot Ion gtfctralt

Mission

•to...

Voir Ordia d 'Operations N* 1

du Groupecent.

IZ - latention On Lltutanant-Coionil ^AaUlort CflMAflfl%a1.it Gr.fltt»ic.gni_
Ouact .

1*)- Porttr tn met, dh 1 h passage dt la frontier# ant forte
event garde, quI tt portar* It plus vita possible aux BREAKERS, dt
aaalore A pouvoir s’aatarquar sli.s dtlal at passer l’acbouchur# de
l’Escault sous 1« protection Ut 1 ’aviation at occuper l’adropcrt dt
PLESS1MGUE.

£• ) - Fairs sulrrt It cros du C.H.l.l. tn un dlaposltlf largest r.t

artlculA tn prdfondaur at l'trbarqutr aas qua l»op<ratlon du passag
dt 1* A.C. aura rrusil.

8*)- Oocuptr das la petal tr deoarquaaant 1’aAroport dt PLESSIWGUE.
A aeture dt l’arrlvla dts nouveau* pslotons daoarquls, pousstr des
4leatnta dt survtlllancd vtrs DO-KUAG, AttoTK>KFULE at prur.dra Hal*
ton l MIL'DELBOUAO evtc la detecna&ent d» ARAEJfUlLltl.

4*)- Assurer la couvarturt da la rlva 6u<V A BREAKERS

in - manna .

( £* Esoadron loto ( Aux ordras
a)- Avnt Garda ) Z Palotoo da MltrAillautaa ) du Cspitalna

( I Groups dt f 6 ( dee VILLcTTES.

Lt *• Iscadron f<MW i I Caalonnstte k vlvrta -

I Caalonnstte A aoiUtlona
1 Camlonnetta A tsLanct -

I Canlozmette dt d4p*nn*g*.

(
1* Iscadron Moto ( Aux ordras

t>)- Qjqa ) 1 Psloton dt Mitrailleuses ) du Capltalna
( Z Groups da 26 \ dt MAIGOU.

Lt I* Escadron eanenara lea data volturas qua lt ,£*Kscadron,

iu*h epi4f f E. A* £

L’ L. M. &. atirenera las alavs volturas, qul tarcheront tn queue
du fcros du G.H.I/.l.. sauf pour let munition* qul pourront 6tra ra-
partits antra 1* A.C. at lt gras.

( l’Escadran du C.R.C.A. qul prendra la queue du gres A

) la sortie lord do FURIES.
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e)- La llautenant-Colonal it la Paloton da C—unfinant narcha-
ront antra 1» A.Q. at la groa.

Entra 1* A.O. at la eras i laMTilufcXn—

.

Entra la groa (o.R.D.I. at l'Xacadron da Q.R.C.A. i 6 klloa&tra

o- uuxivj-i'i*. riii a.
L'Avant cards A bxtl&UKB ot» all* co««nc«a aon

(i I £C^3q5£

••barque*ant.

la groa ( Ellaanta du G.B.D.I. ft *
( ascadron du C.A.C.A.

it

FURALS I' OtTEtfPX - BftPGLC .ord - O 'STBORG - Fif.MFJiS.

- win umm -

Frontier# Franco-Balga. cu

tttltfl It PUHiUL-Att-Eili .

A* 0. I Uaura H
Oraa a baura b If*
T. A. a Uaura H I*»f

1 - PlBAhGUmiVl -

Aura lieu but dss bass.

A ion arrlWs I BftXSUU, l'A.G. sabarquara aaailtflt.

Loraqua 1* A.O. aura attaint FLESSIRGUE, la graa qul sa sara
port* aor B>-E.«.ma anbarquara k son tour.

Far laa palatona d« iitralllauaaa da 1* A.O. at du gro
Z paloton da 1’Kacadron du G.B.C.A. qul das aon arrivAa k
Diin aara pouaad dlraotanant aur BRXSRXV5.

•h$JF

Ca paloton aara, aprfc'a la paaaaga da tout la G.A.D.I., chargl
da la garda da BhlSXPte .

FH

An coura da la narena I

Cana cnaqua dtftaanaaant
( I Groups

V 1 Groups

tftta

quaua.

Pendant la paaaaga l Laa Vi Lraillauaaa an battorla aur la
bae.

viil - /
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xix - fl

I»* A.Q. •• portere tot sltfit A l'* 4roport et a'y injUUirt ddfez
alreaent.

XI lelesere un peloton et an G.M. tu port do FLUSIICHB pour
protdger 1 # drfberqueo*»nt du gros.

Le gro* to porters tfgelteent A l'alroport, et dftecnere l

X Peloton do l'Escedron du G.h.C.A. A DOMBUAG.
I Peloton de l'Escedxan du G.R.C.A. A llbttAPKKLLX.
X Peloton do l»Ks;*d**n da G.h.C.A. A M1CD&LS0RG.

•t prendre liaison tree le ddtecneeent d» AJLJIEtfJIDEI.

11 - LIAISOB -

Le Ooub-Lleu tenant KLTPIR dene uno tourlote eeec X side et 1
solo, Berontj dAe le ddi&cnomant do l'elerte. eeeojde A MQILGCUOOTB
en llelson euprAe du Qroupeaent LI&YOQUOI.

1 - IM "W T'"iV el •TrTT

P.C. Initlel I

P.C. (eprAo le ddberg t) Cortie »ord de FLE£ ZlGI*.

H - Ti

Am le P.C. du CcioaeX.

XII -

le dlpeesere pee BIGIS.

S'lchelonnere en prgfondeur. cenouflent oeo eolturee.

XIIX -

Herenere eeee le P.C. dm Colonel.
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laajri: dz dscouvcits
u*Vo

DOCUMENT NO. 18

P.C. la 17 AVAIL 1010

ra^piqc* as. qji.ula l*0/fc*I Ju IV4

I* rituqtion r ^n^ralp | ( p.n VtOD/Gii <Ju IV*
II* Situation Pariicjlltr# )

III* Li La.^.
Fried d4 d'un ftranfl

i- Sa pcriar on 'Uraclla Glnlrala d
auccaative ar.t air lea irqievaraalae i

I* iM'Ju .S -oa TIAUF
II* A?V£ 3- feALlfc J3 .

A a&acune da cca trai arerealaa n« rapartir qua aur ordra
du Lt.Cl.Cdt. la C.R.
II* 2n cm .'a rercontrA iva l*Cnr.aal 9l*a*.tequer

IV* lriMiutl/LS p.a. */20*/C.R. du IVi
Hal ta<. *

J a 15 *-inutae faltaa autoaaliqua^ant 4 l'haure
pialr.a at pair* (ravltjllliMii eeaenea loloa)

D.D.64ca u'r.
3-rX^/LW^xS-3:G*3A

V*
I* aV/M-Ga Of laoji 0/ du Cl.af d'vc*lroaa

C.lt i* ?iOJf ai*i«faL artlculla cow* ault i

|J« 0/ Ju Capl^dt
l'Cac./.*.%

Gilt AYAICI W.LJe

X Fan a.u.d.
Z Fan ucro (24m £e«.
Oroupe Ottt Cap| A.V.O.
I Pan A.L.D.
I Pan ^OIX) ( J^a Ka«u

F.C. *©Mla Coaf d'En*0® -

I E.3.26Tar aur A.V.D.

Lt Cdi
I Ton ultrail ltuaaa
I Croupe 1‘LTTO (Jalonnaure

(I«r la a.

COi^.N 1. 7t®% 4aJor v
Trar.acdaalsra du G.R.C.I.

Carriea da iefittf

3* enc^a aux 0/ 4u Capita lne daa villatiae at aanpra*
nant i

2 Pane A.V.D. 7.C.1.A.U.TL
-2Ana tna.’Jevo-'M*oca
Iar ^aa.uata-I Group a T.C. I.Votaa
S. n.C.«Z Fon T.C.I.K.U.C. Sea SartA
T. C.t at 7.°. a'ix 0/ du Cap. '.ubari darrltra
0.K.0.I.I2.

\T DE L»AVA?fI wAJT!L
A) Sa portar aur lee Iranavaranloa ^anUono4aa «u

pour reche-char raraal^r.ta.anta
I* Bur I a* polnta da reeaace ( an partltullar a trevan

l«a position# attir.ZS du Conal Al>>ert) .

S'”
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!• ta (ortft mr l'ia At ht«1m na 3.D.4* Cilv
Pour 04hl*jr«r 1* rout*

Pour •outrlr ZMUilaUtt «• Qrm 4 m trrtu «ux Aim*
r«ata bond**

B) Flciidt ro—ntitro «• l»HVl4|itaMlptr It Cl Cdt 0.*.
•1 ituqjf,
cn toot 4t «t 4* uuM|touvrlr l'iMUiltUoo d«* Or** *ur
1m Ob'tnlfi

VI2*

• ) V114SB9 d« c+r*h» (

d) scraiis
!• do Jour i

•/804/G.R. «SU 1VV

tiooBdcboolo 2* 16
rrtMlloro

r.I. 26 » 16 HP 40
0«BtiL«rqoo
POTlJt* 30 2,16 P8.40
Glotfll 24 4i6 P4.10
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lvi» a fur l*bommm at aa T.C.l daa *>lt*a •

I Jo.p 1/7 vlvrta Aa Jvur
3 lour* YlVM da rtaanrao
X Jour vlvroo aupplfaaetalra
1 Jour do flmi du T.a.

2* Uair.cai

Capitalea C;t A*t.% ( (

Capitalea C it ?4*.a Cat* )

Capitalxo Cdt C.U.E. (p ur aii:uU«
Cbaf do Corpa 4 tltra C.s*
Caplt.lXM Cdt lo Croa pr li forvatloa

Cbof d*£acadr«®a Cdt Xa Uroupt do
DOcojaorto*

Digitized by Go^ -gle
Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



FACSIMILES OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS A39

DOCUMENT NO. 19

1 mum .

Pour 1'Envoy* Bxtragrdlnalre «t ulnletre PlAnipotantlalre

de 3a UaJestA 4 Bruxellea.

otre Sxoellenoe eat prlAe , aprAa avoir prla oonneiaaan-

oe de oa memoir*, da aa aettra laaftdl a tenant an rapport a too la

Oouvernenant beige, afln da portar 4 la connaieaanoe da oelul-

oi, la contenu da oa Mtaolre.

Bn attendant 1'arrlvAe du P14nlpotentlaire du Coeeaen-

dant on Chef daa foroea da terre at da Mar daa Paya-Baa, Totra

Rxoellenoe paut annonoar au Oouvernenent beige, qua lUnte n£ar -

landalaa a alee ion da rctardar la aarche an event de l'envahla-

aaur autant qua poaaibla at d4a la frontl4re.

La/diraotlon da l'anote nAarlandalaa a pria an atrieuee

oonaldAratlOD da falra prieenter una Onerglque rialatanoa dan

a

la partia aoaiia Peel-Baatotailing daae la Bord-Brabant (da Weert

our ledereeert-tteyel-Helenaveen-OrlendtaTee* at Kill vara Orato )

par /lee troupea qul aont eur plaoa, at a fait idifler d'lnpor-

tante travaux pour nettre oatta poaitian an aoeure da rftpondre

4 parol lie exlgenoe. BUa doit oapandant raconnaitra la fait

qua alia n'a pu falra daa prftparatlfa contra una lnvaalon alia-

and# eeulenent aur la tarritolra nAerlandele at qua 1 ' lnportan-

oa da la poaltlon orgenlaAe 4 oat androlt dftpend nan eeulenent

du pouvolr d4fenalf at aas pr4paratlfa nale auaal aat coaaand4e

dana una large aoeure par la poeeloilltA d'etre tournft par la

Sud, done 4 Weert at par l'ouaat da catte villa.

Stent donn4 qua la coaaMJVi^nent da l'arnAe a placA la

groia da aaa troupea au Canal Albert, tandle qua d'apr6a oe quo

la conindaaent da 1 'arnAe liollandalao croit eavolr, ll n'y a

qua de tr*a faiblaa troupea avac una .tlaalon de retardenent qul

aa trouvant 4 la Meuee at au Zuld-Willeuavaart, lc Co^aandant

an Chef nAerlandale eatlne qua la pooalbilii d'un paaaaga daa
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forees ellemendes au deli de Veert e.o. vers '4 Dole le Due est

el grande qu'il s' est vu obligd k son profond regret de rammer

le groa des troupes Installs dans le Mord-Brabant tout en leia-

sant des arrltres-gardes, au lord dc In Meuse et du Vaal.

U Commandant en Chef nd.rlandaic prle Totre Bxoellenoe

de voulolr blen attire r 1' attention du Oouvernement beige avee

Insistence eur le fait que tout a ktt fait du ofiti nderlandals

pour fortifier de telle menltre la position Weert-Orave diji

no«aie et pour 1' organiser de telle f~qon que le Comaandeaunt

de 1' erode beige d'apris 1' opinion du Coronndant en ohef nderlan-

dais peut avoir toute oonflanoe dans l'appul que oette position

quand 4 elle peut offrlr.

Le CoMaandament de 1* erode n ( erlondalse oare&salt done

l'espolr que la rtalstanoe prlnolpale de la Belgique seralt offei

te eur la Meuse et le Zuld-VUlemsvaara, dono la dlreotlan gfrnd-

rele d'Bben-Bmsel 4 Booholt.

Le fait que le camaandeaent de l'amfte beige n'a pap

souhaltd monlfestement oette Jonotlon foroe la ooroandant an

ohef nderlandalc dc proodder 4 une nesure qu' il ddplore extr#me-

ment. L'arodo nderlandelse offrlra une sdrleute rdslstenoe aur

le llgne de Orebbe (de 1' X Jsselmeer au desaaa d'Amerefoort et

thenen Jusqu-au Baal pris Oohten), oette llgne sera protdgde

au flan aud par une llgne de Ooohten 4 la Mar du lordi de Oohtm

4 Tlel derrldre le *aal 9

de Tlel aux lnondatlona du fasting Holland derrldre la Llnge

at ensulte dans le groups Hervede et dr.ns le aud du Testing

Holland.
aohamement.

Bn outre , la Zdlande aera dAfendue aveo mirtn—1.

In nesure dans laquelle 1'erode nderlandalse pourra se

aalntsnlr dans les llgnes eusnosasdee et an Zdlande ddpend entre

autre de la foroe des troupes allemandes d' Invasion, et de 1 ' ai-

de qul sera offerpa du cotd franqala et anglais.

Les plans de oceeeandament de l'irrf* nderlandalse se-

ront exposds par le fondd de pouvolrs, du Corosandant co ohef

nderlandals.
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Je prle Totre Excellence de voulolr die A

prAeent faire pert au Gouvemeiaent beige avec Insistence, de oe

que lee lienee suanoaaAes et lee poeltlone en ZAlande eont or-

g«ilsAes et occupies de faqon telle que-el lee troupee franoo-

anglalses Tenant mx eecoura pouvelent Atre eur piece r*> ldementf-

que une rielatsr.ce achernAe pourrelt itre offerte A cet enArolt.

Si cette aide devant tarder la posslbllltA

devra alore itre envisage - Atant donnA la longueur dee llgnea

dA’A nonaries et la nAceaaltA d'opArer la relATe par eulte de

la longue duxAe de la guerre de rauener lee troupee nAerlandal-

aee dsns le Meeting Hollddj Le oocaaidait de l'anrt* nAerlan-

dalee a LndiquA a»«c lneletance aux Cou vememente frsnqale et

anglais qu'll regretteralt viveaent cela tent du pur point de

Tue nAerlandale que du point de *ue mtematlonal.il a attlrA

1' attention eur le fait que la dAfenae de la Crebbellnle laleee

ouverte la poealbllltA de aortlr A un aoaent donnA de oette

llgne pour prooAder A une attaque tandle que l’leolement dee

troupes dane lea Grebbellnles exlge plus de forces de la part

de l’udversaire que 1' is ole stent du Vesting Holland.

D. n'est pee nAceesaire d'lneleter plus longue-

®ant eur lWrlt du aalntlen de le frontlAre de ZAlande.il eet

denandA A la ?rmcm de tenir A la disposition un corps d'arnAe

de 4 divisions co«*» reserve pour la dAfense du ooeur pays.

Au Gouvemeoent anglais 11 eet densndA de mettr*

A la disposition :

a) une division sou terms par des forces de coabat aArlennei

et des moyens de protection aArlenne pour la dAfense de la

ZAlande.

b) dea fbrcee de ooafcat adrlemes et des aoyens de promo-

tion aArlenne pour la dAfenae du ooeur to pv>.
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De plus 11 deamd* mix deux Couvemewnta s'lls

sont dlsposde - sur deandi- do aettre sn action dee eeoadree

de boabardea®t cantre lss peats que lss Allenande J ottorent

sur Is Mouse et l'Tssel.

Enfln J o ecus prle de fare esrolr su Gouver-

neoent beige que si le conaandenent do 1 ' erode alllde pouvalt

decider de placer des troupes lsportantes dans le Hoord-brebejrt

,

le Poems nd eaent de l'arade n4erl**dalee de son oflt* pourrslt

envisager la possibility - d'^rds le ddeeloppeeent de Is situa-

tion mi nard de Is Meuse - de fairs lntervenlr use partle de

son o-nde oftte 4 cPte aeec les fcross belies ,-o.q anglalses -

et franqalses dars ces provinces.

Aussl langteape que le fond4 de pouvolx du

CoBBBndant en chef des ara4es do terre et de l'alr nierlaodalsea

ns s 'eat pas rendu pr4s de ous.c'est 1 'attach* nilltalre adjoint

4 Bruxelles qul reapllt oe x«le.

Pour sa s4ourlt4 tsuHIss reoerolr ol- Joint

une enveloppe soslide que tous poures lul reaettre en sains pro-

pree et par isque lie 1 ' attach* allIts Ire en question reoerra la

lsslon d'ltre fond* de pouTolx .

's Grarsnhague 23 Heart 1940

De General,

OpperbeTolbebber Land-en Zeeneoht

H.O .Vinkslawn.
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DOCUMENT NO. 20

Role .

1. The ta*fc of AVONFORCI la lntlally to secure the port

of. NARVIK the railway to tha SWKDI9H frontiar. While the

foroe remain* In NORWAY, lte role la to provide for tha eeourlty

of tlie port, ead of the railway again* t attack by German force*

frcxu SWKDSf, and sabotage or other eotlon by loo*l hoetile

elements.

If opportunity offer*, the Comaander Intend* to advano*

into SWXDBf and oocupy the OALLIVaRX ore field* and Important

oentrea In that area. On nc account will orroad force* advance

aeroea the frontier without express ordor* from Force H.Q.

Consideration* affecting the dofenslve measures

necessary in NORWAY ore dealt with below.

2. Under the moat favourable olroinstances, (to Oermany),

the concentration of two Osman division* In th* 0ALLIVARK are*

early In May Is possible, followed about a month later by two or

three more division*.

3. Th* distance froai 0ALL IVARK to the HORWTOIAN frontier

Is 62 mile*. CcoEumlcatlona consist of a single electrlo line

and a motor road oe far oa KIRUHA.

There la no road from the NORWEGIAN frontier to NARVIK.

Under existing conditions, It 1* possible for a lightly-equipped

fords to operate between OALLIVARE and the frontier, but the

main Oerman advance must be astride the railway unless and until

other oo*waunlc*tlone are developed. /Under
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Under favourable clrcumetuncea . German forces might be

expected to make contaot with AVONTORCK on the frontier towards

the end of May. after which prcacurc might lnoreaae progressively.

While local rcconntlssar.ee Is esccntlsl before reaching

doflnlte conclusions, it is believed that the difficult nature of

the country about the frontier and in NORWAY Ltself may make

military opera r. ions on any scale difficult for the enemy.

Effective defensive action should not be difficult, subject to

the improvement of eonruinicat ions

I*. No action by the Russian Air porce is envisaged,

although aomc use of Russian aerodranes by Ocmany (e.g. OHTUA or

KANDALAKSKA) cannot be excluded Air octlon from Oernany. except

on e very limited scale. is not possible owing to the distances

involved. A light ecale of ottock la poeolble from the end of

April by squadrons using SWEDISH aerodromes.

Should, however, a Ocrmar. force be established at the

head of the GULF OF BOTHNIA, ulrcruft could be operated from

aerodromca in that area

Effective air action le unlikely before early June.

Prcm then on. an ever- Incre&a ing scale of attack is possible

While the scale of ottack on tho NARVIK area is unlikely to

approach that to bo anticipated on tho Wcatom Pront, active

defence, diapers ion. and proper P.A.D. measures are important.

Bggmsa vra

5. NARVIK is the Headquarters of the 15th Infantry Regiment

consisting of three battalions. Troops in NARVIK itself are

believed to n»xnber about 1^00.

Most of the available accommodation and MA at NARVIK

are reported to hove boon conmandecred by tho Anay.

/6.
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6. In peace, the following are located at HAR3TAD, 3

3

miles TT.W. of NARVIK:-

He adquarto re ,
6th Division.

One Artillery Battalion.

One Engineer Battalion.

Troops can always be aoved to NARVIK by cooatal boats

Tran KARSTAD at short notice.

7. An Infantry regiment Is normally located at TROIBO,

93 miles north of NARVIK, where there la olso a seaplane station.

6. Although It may be assumed that no opposition will be

met with from NORWEGIAN armed forces, as a normal measure of

military seourlty, the possibility of hostile octlon cannot be

disregarded. Plans must therefore be made on this basis. If

the active and effective co-operation of the NORWEGIAN forces

oan be secured. It should be possible to reduco considerably the

number of AVONPORCE troops who would otherwise be required for

internal seourlty, coast-watching, and other duties.

The defence of NORWEGIAN naval and military

establishments should normally be left to their own zarrleono,

unless our assistance Is nocessory and acceptable.

emi fl-

9. Whether or not the reception of AVONPORCE Is friendly,

oertaln hostile elements will nave to be reckoned with. There

la a Gorman population In NARVIK, and a Ccoounlat el orient.

Wither may attempt, by sobotago or othSCTxse, Xc ntndcr operations.

Provision must therefore be mode fbr the protection of

vulnerable points on the railway and in NARVIK itself.

/WARVlft

Digitized by VjUU
Original from

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



A46 ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

10. Three or four smell calibre guns (3- or 4-inch) are

reported to be located on the high ground obove the ORE (JJAY.

There la a high wireless maot in the asme area.

A number of A. A. guns have bean reported.

There al6o appears to be a email fortified poet on

the rock behind the RAILWAY *UAY.

11. The moat important points which will Acquire

protection In NARVIK against sabotage arc:-

( o ) The quays

.

(b) Railway and rolling stock.

(c) The power atatlomat:-

NY0AARD3 - 8 ml lea E.N.H.

HAADVIKD^L - 3 mllea 8.

NARVIK - British Company’s reserve
Diesel Plant.

12 . In addition to the above, the following may also

require protectlon:-

(a) The neval and military W/T stations connunlcstlng

with the United Kingdom. Theae nay be located on the

high ground north of the 0R£ f^JAY.

(b) Military base stocks of supplies, petrdl, and

aimunltlon.

Hallway .

13. The length of railway between NARVIK and th.- frontier

is 23 miles. It is said to be prepared for demolition at

several points, but there la no precise information about this.

Owing to the fact that the railway clings to the aide of

precipices, and haa numerous tunnels and frequent spots where

/large
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large maeees of rock ororhhng It, the possibility of damaging

the line seriously le unlimited.

1U- Tunnel* and bridges are said to be guarded by NORWEGIAN

troops, but it is probable that this Is not being actively carried

out.

15. The protection of the railway to the maximum extent

possible is vital for the future operations of the force. It

will therefore probably be neoessary to locate detachments at

four or five points along the line to provide guards and patrols.

Strengths and locations must depend on reconnaissance and the

extent of co-operation by NORWDOIA.N troops in protecting the line.

16. Although the railway, generally speaking. Is vulnerable

throughout, oertaln demolitions might take months to repair, while

others might be cleared in rerhape a week or so. In the first

lnatunco, technical reconnaissance and o sense of proportion will

be of the first importance.

Egauuant

The export of ore from NARVIK must be continued os long

os possible. The execution of demolitions will therefore be

guided by this consideration.

lr?o miasitt-

17. The force available at vanoua atagea to carry out tho

defensive role given in para. 1 will be:-

(a) If the let Convoy is limited to one peraonnol ship -

one infantry battalion (let Scots Guards;.

(b) If the 1st Convoy consists of two personnel ships -

two Infantry battalions (1st Scots Ouards and

2nd South Wales Borderers) and 5 Lt. A.A.

8ty. battery /(c)
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(c) After arrival of 2nd Conroy - 2U Inf. Bde. and

1 A A Biya. tor lea.

R««p.9naimitt I9r

lft. Until further troopa are available, 2U Inf. Bdc. must

be rceponaible for «-

(a) Rcoonnaleaance and deianca of the frontier agolnat

enemy ground attack from STOfi),

(b) The occur lty of NARVIK and the railway to the frontier.

The flret task will be banonna laounce of the railway

and frontier and the oeourlty of NaJIYI* for the landing of

troope and atorea*

19. 3 Lt. A .A. Battery will be alted to protect NARVIK and

the harbour In ooiO«»ction with K.O# 1/c.

War Office.

6th April. 19U).
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